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The Power's 
Mystery Brazilian 


By John Economos Hagger was offered just a Mitchell stated to ‘ABSW’ tract period is because my _ far as strikers are concerned. 20 years old with thename of —_footer.’ 
nines for week contract by last night: “It’s really no budget is tight at- ‘the Last Sunday, Mitchell Wilson Dos Santos Martines. Mitchell then ventured to 
A V1 D Mitchell. mystery at all. moment, picked up from Sydney’s “He has come out here on offer: “I feel he is a versatile 
JMITCHELL’s mys- The former Marconi “T'm looking for someone “[ just want to make very International airport a a two week trial with us. type of player and could be 
terious signing of Youth, Blacktown City and to link up with John  surethatMarkWillbeableto Brazilian striker who has © Wilson has been strongly —_used not only as a striker, but 
rugged striker Mark of late the CanberraCosmos, Buonavoglia and I believe settle in with the rest of my flown outto Sydney for trials. recommended to me by my also as a winger on either 


Hagger, seemed to greatly had been training with the that Mark could do that job. squad,” explained Mitchell. _with the Power. contacts with Dutch side, flank. =f 
intrigue many judges late Power for the past few “The main reasoning But Mitchell could have On the Brazilian, Mitchell Feyenoord. “However if over the next 
last week, weeks. behind the four week con- another ace up his sleeve as _ elaborated: “ This guy is only “Feyenoord ruf$ an few days we find that the 
i ae ~~ =a 7 Academy over in Brazil and Brazilian is not the answer, 
\ : Be | Wilson is part of that squad or will not be suitable for us, 
: over there. then I'll still be looking for 


“We had one session with another striker,” ended 
him today, (Monday), and 1 Mitchell, 
could see he is a strong left 


Sydney United striker, Commins Menapi (right) wheels away in delight, last Sunday night after burying the only goal for his side, 


while Brisbane Strikers goalkeeper, Jason Kearton looks dejected. Bavidisitchett: The Power's Head Coach. 
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‘SL champions Wollongong Wolves 

_ are gearing-up for a no-holds- 

barred showdown with Soccer 

Australia in a determined bid to keep 

their new shirt sponsors — WIN 
Television. 

Matters came to a head penultimate Friday 

e night at the Wolves’ WIN stadium base in 

eB . Wollongong home ground when the team 

was forced to change its kits prior to the start 


of the season-opener against 
C Marconi.Soccer. 


q SA officials argued that the Wolves could 

2 not play the game, while appearing in a kit 
sponsored by a rival TV network, WIN 
Television in a match being telecast live by 
Seven Network — SA's official network. 
Explanations from the Wolves that the team 


birt war 


had enjoyed a- sponsorship arrangement with 
tival Win Television for a number of years, 
fell on deaf ears. ‘ 

The bitter face-off is ironically coming at 
a time when SA has succeeded in convincing 
Seven to improve its coveragetof the NSL. 

The ultimate outcome if both sides refuse 
to budge, will be the unpleasant option by 
Soccer Australia to ban all Wollongong 
Wolves games from Seven coverage if the 
champions continue to insist they be 
allowed to promote the Win kits, 

This ugly clash is coming against the sce- 
nario that major sponsors are hard to come 
by. SA however insists that all NSL clubs 
know the existing laws, which prohibit clubs 
from entering deals that conflict with league 
sponsors. 


Wolves stars, Stuart Young (right) and George Souris displaying 
the new kits which drew the ire of SA. 
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Overseas: $198 (GST incl.) By Graham Cooke 
eRe jormer Cosmos midfield 
star Milton Cortes last 
CHIEF WRITER week met a deadline set by 


John Economos 


the Department of Immigration 
-and returned to his native 
Uruguay. 

Cortes, voted supporters player 
of the year last season, was not 
retained by the club during the 
summer. 


STAFF WRITER 
Arvind Hickman 


LAYOUT/TYPESETTING 
Mary Quartly, Alamita Vea 


CORRESPONDENTS 


Bert van Bedaf (Victoria Editor) However, the Cosmos did not 
Alan Clarke (Melbourne) fulfill a Department requirement to 
ed Ronee pay for his return airfare and at one 
ito Bader (Wollongong) stage the Uruguayan was in-danger 
Richard Kreider (Perth) of being arrested as an overstayer. 
Graham Cooke (Canberra) He eventually left with a ticket 
Joe Russo (Sydney) paid for by Soccer Canberra, say- 
Roy Hay (Victoria) ing his main aim now was to find a 
Mark Stavroulakis (Sydney) 
SCANNING club at home. 
Bill Hawthorne, Alex Siafakos 
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orthern Spirit last week 

pledged its future to North 

Sydney Oval after North 
Sydney Council approved a, five- 
year licence deal for Northern Spirit 
to play its home matches at the vast 
ground. 

While the licence agreement is for 
five years, Norther Spirit has the 
option to extend the deal for three fur- 
ther periods of five years, which might 
culminate in a long-term 20-year 
association. 

“We are very happy to have 
completed the licence agree- 
ment with North Sydney 
Council,” said Spirit 
General Manager Colin 
Mitchell. 

“We have said all along 
that we want to play our 
matches at North Sydney fp 
Oval because it is a first 
class facility that our fans have grown 
to love. 

North Sydney Mayor, Councillor 
Genia McCaffery said the licence 
agreement would secure the future of 


photographic material North Sydney Oval as a premier sport- 
Deadline for contributions, articles ing venue. 
-and advertising is 3 days PRIOR to “Northen Spirit has a strong sup- 


issue date, 


port base across the North Shore and 


SPIRIT STAYS PUT AT OVAL 


Milton Cortes: Back home after bitter 


‘has proved in the past that it can attract 
crowds to its games,” Mayor 
McCaffery said. “In basing itself at 
North Sydney Oval, Northern Spirit 
has once again given the people of 
North Sydney a football team to cheer 
for.” 
Spirit and North Sydney Council 
split the $500,000 cost of installing the 
lights, which will be switched on for 
the first time when Northem Spirit 
take on Olympic Sharks at North 
Sydney Oyal on October 26. 

The lights, which are cur- 
rently being installed, are 
no stronger than the 
portable lights brought 
into North Sydney Oval 
for Northern Spirit 
matches and other night 
sporting events but will 
not ‘lose’ as much light 

to surrounding areas. 

“The permanent lighting is a bonus 
for Northem Spirit because it takes 
away the need, the very costly need, to 
hire extra lighting to satisfy the 
requirements of television commit- 
ments,” Mr Mitchell said. “It also 
gives the other tenants of North 
Sydney Oval the lighting facilities to 
stage first class night sporting events.” 
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MOS, GORVES 
35 LIOME 


experience with Cosmos. 


JESUS, SOUTH CAN’T AGREE 


outh Melbourne last 

week failed in its bid to 

sign-on former Canberra 
and Carlton striker Ivo De 
Jesus. 

Negotiations broke down last 
week, when the striker’s agents 
and the club could not agree to 
terms. 

“Basically, what we offered 
and what they wanted was too 
far apart,” said South Melbourne 
Soccer chief, Damien Phillips. 


Name: 
Address: 
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P.O. Box 155, Marrickville. NSW. 1475. 
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Fear of terrorists 


stops Asanovic 


roatian World Cup star Aljosa Asanovic was 
about boarding a flight to Sydney last week, but 
changed his mind following concerns for his “ 
safety expressed by his family members. 

Asanovic was expected to take to the field for Sydney 
United against Brisbane Strikers, last weekend. When he 
reportedly returned from collecting his air ticket early last 
week, his family made a desperate plea for Asanovic not 
to fly at such a volatile time. 

Ina telephone chat with General Manager, Drago Zulj, 
Asanovic revealed that his families concerns stem from 
the recent terrorist attacks. “With the threat of more ter- 
rorist attacks and plane hijacking being central to these 
attacks, my family fear for my safety”. As the father of a 
young family, Asanovic said he could not leave his fami- 
ly in fear for the 20-hour in transit fram Croatia to 
Australia. 

“Of course we agg disappointed that Aljosa can not join 
us for our first home game of the season, but we support 
his decision and we look forward to him joining the team 
very soon”, reported Drago Zulj. 


South's 3-1 loss to Perth whilst 
AIS recruit Ray Sekulovski also 
showed enormous potential in 
his first stint of senior football, 
Both youngsters travelled 
with the team to Auckland last 
weekend as the club played a 
grudge match against the Mike — - 
Petersen-led Football Kingz, 
who also lured-away at least. ~ 
Youth League top Goalscorer, four key South players in the off- 
Steve Manceski, who scored on season. 
debut in the previous Sunday in “ 


“Unfortunately, we could not 
come to an agreement, however, 
the club is more than satisfied 
with the progress of its youth 
academy, and I'm sure that 
these youngsters will figure 
more and more prominently 
throughout the season”, 

The club is now likely to rely 
more on 17-year old National 


‘Must Take All Points At Home’ ~ Sterrey 


By John Economos 


ARCONI who to 
date have just one 
League point 


from their two outings, will 
hungrily await the arrival 
of Mickey Petersen’s 
Kingz’ on Saturday night 
at the Marconi Stadium. 


Sydney 


U17’s 2pm 


commencing 


Youth Trials 


will be held aa fallaws 


Saturday 20th October 
Utt’s 10am * U12's Midday * U13’s 2pm 


Sunday 21st October 
U14’s 10am * U15’s Midday 


Sunday 21st October ONLY 


Please arrive 1/2 hour prior to session 


Last Saturday night at 
Perth Oval, Marconi went 
down gallantly 2-0 to League 
leaders the Perth Glory, with 
a defiant display that sur- 
prised Glory’s coach Mitch 
Di’ Avray. 

The South African born 
Di’ Avray, complimented 
Marconi’s coach Lee Sterre: 
after that game, stati 


United 


to register 


All trials will be held at 
STANWELL PARK, LIVERPOOL 


“That was the best Marconi 
team I've seen since coming 
to Australia. 

“Marconi made thi 
happen and they knoc! 
ball around well,” Di’ Avray 
praised. 

Despite Di’ Avray’s com- 


ments, Marconi still remains 
scoreless after two games. 
Sterrey had little time for 
compliments, electing to 
state last night: “Look, we 
have picked up just one point 
from two games and we just 
can’t afford to let teams run- 
away from us at this early 
sta 


ure our first two games 
were hard, (Wollongong and 
Glory), and sure both were 


DOMINIC LONGO: Marconi’s captain. 


‘on the road’, (away match- 
es). 

“But come Saturday night, 
and this being our first game 
of the season at home, we 
just have to crack a win. 

“We must take all points at 
home,” underlined Sterrey. 


Meanwhile the Kingz’ 
giant targetman, John 
Markovski, promises to be 
dangerman for the 
Marconi defenc 

Last Friday night in the 
Kingz’ scoreless draw at the 
Ericsson Stadium against the 
visiting South Melbourne , 
Markovski came perilously 
close to scoring a possible 
hat-t 

‘Three times Markoyski’s 


Manager: Lee Sterrey 


| MARC 


hulking frame rose to crack 
headers towards the goals 
that whistled just wide of the 
target. 

Marconi’s captain and 
experienced central defender 
Dominic Lon; ‘ould be 
assigned the uneviable task 
of Kling the robust 
Markovski. 


FREE SCREENING 
OF WOLVES - 
GLORY CLASH 


ie Wollongong 
Wolves - Perth Glory 
game to be shown live on 
a big screen from the 
WIN Stadium at 
Moondyne Joe's Hotel, 
cnr Wray and Hampden 
Roads, this Friday. 
Unlike the two: hotel 
Showings in Perth, this 
‘one offers free admission. 
Radio Fremantle, who 
have recently upgraded 
their frequency to 
107.9FM, have also 
orgafiised a five radio 
broadcast’ of the round 
four fixture between 
Kingz FC and the Glory 
from New Zealand the 
following week. 


ABSW (83 
NSL Season Guide Book 
Now On Sale At Clubs 


Supporters are now able to 
buy this Season’s NSL Guide 
Book through their local NSL Club. 
Copies of this most comprehensive 
publication are now on sale ? 
at an NSL Club near you. 

Cost for the 2001/2002 

Guide Book is $14:95c (incl:GST). 


For further enquiries contact Mr Gary Moretti 
at Soccer Australia on 02 - 9267 0799. 


Dulwich Hill 


SOCCER CLUB 
Requinee Youth League Players 
for the 2002 Soccer Seacou. 
Dulwich Hill S.C. is a Super League club. The Club is 


a true multicultural Soccer Club, which is open to all 
who love Soccer and are keen to participate. 


Where: Steel Park, Marrickville 
Who: U/11's, U/12's, U/13s, U/14's, U15's, U/17's 
When: Tuesdays 16th, 23rd, 30th October 
U/11's & U/12's & U/13's 6.00PM 
Thursdays 18th, 25th October & ist November 


Enquiries: Club Secretary 
John Ferreira PH: 0412 076 212 
Director of Coaching 
Manny Rodriquez PH: 9546 1290 
Youth League Secretary 
Carlos Perestrelo PH: 0411 743 948 


Saturday, 20 October 


ONI STADIUM | 


KICK OFF 7PM 
BE A PART OF THE ACTION AT THE FIRST HOME GAME FOR. 


SEASON 2001/2002 
_, YOUTH LEAGUE MATCH AT 4.30PM @ GATES OPEN 4PM 
WWW.MARCONIFC.COM.AU 
TICKETS AVAILABLE AT TICKETEK, OR AT THE GATE. 
SEE YOU THERE. 


FOR MORE INFO AND TICKET ENQUIRIES PHONE 9823 2222 


udly Sponsored 
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The Good Oil ... The Good Oil 


HE OLYMPIC 
SHARKS threw down 
the gauntlet yesterday, 
(Monday), warning that 
they are now seriously 
threatening to come out 
fighting this season for the 
League Championship. 


appointment. 

“With such a young 
squad, Johnny Lewis’ great 
insight into training tech- 
niques and skills, should 
haye an enormous impact 
on the team’s motivation 
and performance.” 


be. 


PETER RASKOPOULOS: Olympic’s C.E.0. 


Yesterday, (Monday), 
Olympie’s C.E.O. Peter 
Raskopoulos, enlisted the 
services of Australian 
Boxing legend Johnny 
Lewis, to come on board as 
a member of Gary Phillips’ 
coaching staff. 

Johnny Lewis who is 
renown for having handled 
some of Australia’s many 
World class champion 
fighters, will be in 
Olympic’s corner for the 
rest of the season, 

Former featherweight 
champion Jeff Fenech, 
hardman Jeff Harding plus 
the current World Super 
Lightweight champion, 
Kostya (‘Taronga’) Tszyu, 
haye all been handled and 
trained by the great Lewis, 

A high-profiled trainer, 
Lewis has been bestowed 
by Olympic the title of 
‘Strength and Development 
Officer’. 

An elated Raskopoulos 
stated last night: “I’m 
excited with Johnny’s 


oe 
\a amis * ) 


> STANMORE HAMS 


Lewis will hold his first 
open session with the 
Olympic Sharks this morn- 
ing, (Tuesday), at 10.30am 
at Toyota Park, 

The Sharks who last 
week-end had a Bye, are at 
home this Saturday 
evening against the 
Melbourne Knights. 

e000 

OUTH MELBOURNE 

recently staged a 
‘Players’ Shirt Auction’ 


PATRICK KISNORBO: 
His shirt yielded 
$3,000. 


evening that yielded some 
healthy dividends for the 
Club. 

‘The Auction raised almost 
$40,000. 

Most spirited bidding saw 
skipper Paul Trimboli’s shirt 
get banged out at $4,100 
whilst former international 
central marker Mehmet 
Durakovic’s shirt brought in 
$3,200. 


Defender Patrick 


Kisnorbo’s shirt yielded 
$3,000. whilst midfielder 
Steve Panopoulos’ brought 
in $2,700. 


y A 

TOMMY PONDELJAK: 

Nailed a double for the 
Sharks. 


e000 

LYMPIC SHARKS 
last weekend had a 
Bye and used the free 
weekend to have a friendly 
hit out against NSW 
Premier State League side, 

Bonnyrigg White Eagles. 
‘The Sharks ran out 6-1 
winners with goals hit by 
Pondeljak and Macalister 
who each nailed a double, 
plus one each from Owens 


hhardt Tigers Soc 


By John Economos 


and Carle, 
ecece 
OHN MARKOVSKI 
appears to have regained 
his deep hunger for goals as 
was vividly evidenced in the 
last NSL Round. 

This season turning out for 
the Kingz, the giant marks- 
man came perilously close to 
hitting the target on three 
occasions with bullet headers 
last Friday night at the 
Ericsson Stadium. 

In front of a crowd of 
8,100, “Lady Luck’ totally 
abandoned Markovski, leay- 
ing the duel against the visit- 
ing South Melbourne to end 
ina scoreless draw . 

‘Jonesy’ may have missed 


JOHN MARKOVSKI: 
Hat-trick avoided 
Big John. 


2002 Trials 


with all of his three aerial 
chances, but his reading and 
positional play were excel- 
lent and thus most encourag- 
ing for his Kingz’ manager, 
Mickey Petersen. 

This Saturday night 
Markoyski makes a nostalgic 
Tetum to the Marconi 
Stadium for the Kingz’ away 
clash with Marconi. 

Back in 1988, Markovski 
played for Marconi as an 
attacking left midfielder 
where he arguably had his 
very best of seasons in the 
NSL 


eeee 
ICE MATASSA is 
about to rejoin Perth 
Glory within two weeks, 
returning from England 


dozen games, will more 
than likely be used as a 
back-up custodian to inter- 
national gloveman, Jason 
Petkovie. 

With former interna- 
tional Anthony Franken 
still on the Glory’s books, 
the Western Australian 
outfit will now have three 
top class goalkeepers to 
battle through the season. 

eece 
Te 2001 Australian 
Masters Games were 
held this year at Newcastle, 

One of the many sports 
included in the curriculum, 
was of course Soccer, 

One special team that was 
entered this year was none 
other than Newcastle K.B. 


VINCE MATASSA: Coming back to the Glory. 


where he played with 
Woking. 

‘The Glory has signed the 
goalkeeper on a two year 
contract, 


Whilst at Woking, 
Matassa was voted ‘Player 
Of The Year’. 


Matassa who left Perth 
back in 1996 after playing a 


er Club Inc. 


Trials for Premier League Cadets & 


Youth League 


Venue — Leichhardt Oval No. 2, Leichhardt 


United, 

This squad had members 
comprising original players 
from the Newcastle team that 
enfered the NSL in the late 
70s. 

They included former 
New Zealand goalkeeper 
Clint Gosling, the former 
great Australian World Cup 
1974 left back, Col 
(‘Bunny’) Curran, Ralph 
Maier, Neil Endacott, Tony 
Caben, Steve Bland, Simon 
Brandt, Mick Lee, David 
Jones (as coach), George 
Rafty, Michael Boogaard, 
Brett Gemmell, Brett 


Cowbum, David Lowe plus 
Dave Brown — an original 
KB Director-as Team man- ' 


COL CURRAN: Former 
magnificent Australian 
World Cup left-back, 


ager. 

Other members that no 
longer live within Newcastle, 
were sturdy stopper Arno 
Bertogna, _ tough-as-teak- 
midfielder Craig Mason, Alf 
Stamp, Grant Lee plus 
Jimmy McBreen. 

Peter Burke arrived from 
Canberra, Mark Trenter 
came from Port Macquarie. 

Due to the recent traumat- 
ic security concerns with air 
travel, Tan Sedden who is 
based in Manchester, decided 
against flying out to 
Australia. 

Despite sustaining a stack 
of injuries, the team ended 
the Games by taking out the 
Bronze Medal in the Elite 
competition. 


SOCCER CLUB 
56-58 Stanmore Road, 
STANMORE. NSW. 2042 


Friday 19th October 5.30pm 


Youth League 


Under 13 
Saturday 20th October 9.00am 


Friday 19th October 7.00pm 


St George Soccer 


Association Inc. 
Premier Cadet and Youth 


or Soccer players playing im 


DIVISION 1 NSWSF 


Youth League & Cadet League 


0 Under 18s & 14s on Tuesday night from 9/10/2001 
© Under 15s & 17s on Thursday nights from 11/10/2001 

Q Under 11s & 12s on Wednesday nights from 10/10/2001 
Starting times 6.30pm for all of the above grades 


‘SeNion GRADES PLAYING IN NSW Soccer FEDERATION'S 


SUPERLEAGUE 


(WINTER COMPETITION) 
Under 19s, U21s and First Grade on Saturdays from 
13/10/2001 commencing at 3.00pm 

All trials will be held at 


Arlington Ovai 


Corner Constitution Road and William St, Dulwich Hill 


Tuesday 16th October 6.00pm Saturday 20th October 3.00pm 
| 
| Under 15 


Wednesday 17th October 6.00pm Saturday 20th October 1.00pm 
Under 17 
Thursday 18th October 6.00pm Saturday 20th October 11.00am 


League Trials 
will be held at 


ST GEORGE SOCCER STADIUM 


On the following dates: 


11 and 12 years — Tuesday 16th October 
13 and 14 years — Wednesday 17th October 
15 and 17 years — Thursday 18th October 


FOR ALL ENQUIRIES PLEASE PHONE LEICHHARDT TIGERS 24HR INFO LINE 


0402 306 666 


Time: 6.00pm 


For further information please contact: 
George — After hours on 0400-640-055. 
Or Dot on 0417-416-660 


Enquiries: Mr Tom Gambrellis 0402 069 408 or 
Steve Economides 0419 686 569 or 
Chris Karatzis (1st grade coach) 0417 682 120 
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The team as well as their 
playing strips, were all spon- 
sored by the Newcastle United 
Sports Club which is now 
based at the old Adamstown 
Rosebud Club in Bryant 
Street, Adamstown, 

Medal winners from the 
Male Elite competition, were: 
Gold= Dunrooten United 
(Hunter Valley). Silver= 
Roosters (Hunter Valley). 
Bronze = K.B. Reunited, 

Medal winners from the 
Male Social Group competi- 
tion, were: Gold = Harlequins 
(Lismore). Silver = Retro 
Grasshoppers (Merimbula). 
Bronze = Canberra City 
(ACT), 

ecee 
he Number ‘11’ of late 
has certainly become a 
dangerously infamous num- 
ber. 

The terrorist attacks on 
the USA struck on the Ith 
of September, 

September 11th is the 254 
th day of the year: 2 plus 5 
plus 4=11. 

After September 11th, 
there are 111 days left till the 
end of the year, 

Further still, 119 is the 
area code to Iraq/Iran, but if 
you add 1 plus 1 plus 9=11. 

The Twin Towers that 
stood side by side in the sky- 
line, looked like the number 
i. 

‘The first plane to hit the 
‘Towers was Flight 11. 

The State of New York is 


ABSW (& 


Rockdale City Suns 
Soccer Trials 2002 


the eleventh State that was Reds’ home match against Under 17’s 
added to the Union, Leeds United. Contact Jim - 0410 462 929 
And guess just how many And all this after only the Sunday 21st Oct 9.00am 
letters there are in the words seventh match in the England hes aa oo eae 
ity” chen sunday 00am. 
New ork City = Bremen Senge: Wednesday 31stOct 6.30pm 
This somehow just hap- Former Liverpool and | sunday AtiNov —S.00en 
pens to be the exact same 2 England steely centre-back, Wednesday 7th Nov 6.30pm 
number as in the word, the great Phil Thompson, has | Sunday TithNov —9.00am 
“Afghanistan”, By Fohn Economos| taken over the ees Wednesday i4thNov 6.30pm 
: i Sunday 18th Nov 9.00am 
How many letters are whilst Big Gerry is convalesc- Under 12’s 
there in “The Pentagon”? eee ings Ae RTa 10416 200 S06: 
The guy convicted of engi- © said that coaching Being Houllier’s assistant, | Sunday 21st Oct 9:00am 
neering the 1993 attack on does not present 2 Thompson will be in charge of Wednesday 24thOct 6.30pm 
the World Trade Centre was _ health hazard? Liverpool tonight (Tuesday), Sunday 28th Oct —_-9.00am 
named Rami Yousef ... Some famous intemational when the Wednesday 31st Oct 6.30pm 
‘even’ Iter apa, Pers that ltr in ther Reds cr Sey Mra amen 
i iduated into the v om 
Flight 11 had 92 people on careers gra © sade to the Sunday 4ith Nov 9.00am 
board ,.. the two numbers coaching arenas, have experi- Ukraine for Wednesday 14thNov 6.30pm 
add up to ‘eleven’. enced a little more than some their clash Sunday 18th Nov 9.00am 
Just as uncanny, Flight 77 slight problems with their jp the 


Under 13’s 
Contact Spase - 0416 036 985 
Sunday 21st Oct 11.00am 
Wednesday 24th Oct 6.30pm 


had 65 people on board. If health. ; Champions’ 
you add these two numbers __-Forexample, Holland’sleg-- League : 
yoo endlupowithe. endary Johan Cryuffandeven against Liverpoo's 


Under 16’s 
Contact Louie - 0421 306 272 

Sunday~ 21st Oct 1.00pm 
Friday 26th Oct 6.30pm 
‘Sunday 28th Oct 1.00pm 
Friday 2nd Nov , 6.30pm 
Sunday 4th Nov ‘1.00pm 
Friday 9th Nov 6.30pm. 
Sunday 41th Nov 1.00pm 
Friday 16th Nov 6.30pm 
Sunday 18th Nov 1.00pm 

Under 17’s 

Contact Jerry - 0413 862 250 

‘Sunday 2istOct 1.00pm 
Friday 26th Oct 6.30pm 
Sunday 28th Oct * 1.00pm 
Friday 2ndNov 6.30pm 
‘Sunday 4thNov 1.00pm 
Friday 9thNov 6.30pm 
Sunday 11th Nov 1.00pm 
Friday 16th Nov 6.30pm 
Sunday 48th Nov 1.00pm, 

Under 19’s 

Contact Bill - 0412 703 485 

Sunday 21st Oct 3.00pm 
Friday 26th Oct 6.30pm. 


And next month is the 2? former Scotland’s robust skip- Dynamo ponte | Sunday 28th Oct —11.00am | Sunday 28th Oct 3.00pm 
month of the year, per Graeme Souness, both  Kyiy, piedescey Sis oe 6.30pm | Friday 2nd Nov 6.30pm 
fi i were forced to go under the junday th Nov —11.00am | Sunday 4th Nov 3.00pm 
And to think that in past petetiaere oN Wednesday 7thNov 6.30pm. | Friday ONY, amacne, 
years, some Soccer man- surgery Se coaches can really Sunday Tith Nov 11.00am | Sunday 11th Nov 3.00pm 
agers used to strictly leave both were only in their early get their words tangled, Wednesday 14thNov = 6.30pm _| Friday 46th Nov 6.30pm 
out the No13 from their 40s. : especially following a loss. Sunday 18th Nov = 11.00am | Sunday 18th Nov 3.00pm 
playing strip. The severe strains, and the ne coach last weekend ‘ Under 21’s 
unbearable pressures subject- was heard to comment: Under 14’s Contact Nick - 9556 1797 
ed and sustained by profes- “We tried to play them as Contact/Jimmy = 0402 446 688 Sunday 21st Oct 3.00pm 
soial : : : y Sunday 21st Oct 11.00am Friday 26th Oct 6.30pm 
sional managers in. sporting smart as Wednesday 24th Oct 6.30pm | 5 el 28th Oct S005 
codes, ultimately cause some we could | Sunday 28th Oct —11.00am | Sunday Bad Navies 
form of internal damage, with two | Wednesday 31stOct 6.30pm _| Friday 4 oe 
Latest casualty was none i Sunday aflov <= 11,008 tend Satine coe 
wide Friday 9th Nov 6.30pm. 
fies tne Laverpools Sl-ve aes Wednesday 7th Nov 6.30pm 
alae ade kt wingers. ‘Sunday 4ithNov 11.00am_| Sunday ith Nov 3.00pm 
old, treble title winning French 9 Wide Wednesday 14th Nov 6.30pm Friday 16th Nov 6.30pm 
maestro, Gerard Houllier. wingers? Sunday 18th Nov 11.00am =| Sunday 18th Nov 3.00pm 
Houllier last Saturday night Are there 
(ae.s.t.) was rushed to hospital » any other Or Contact Coaching Director Bill Pilovski on 0402 415 496 
for an emergency major heat © kind? Rockdale tlinden Sport Centre 
Surgery when he was struck by Which 210 West Botany Street, Arncliffe 2205 - Telephone (02) 9567 5067 


severe chest pains during the Coach? 


Next on the menu: 


That was only the beginning: 
Don’t miss the excitement 


Kick-off: 


5.00pm Youth Team © 7.50pm First Grade 


anal LG Family Hill Alcohol Free Zone | 


laring misses by John 
Markovski cost 
Football Kingz the 


maximum points on Friday 
night at the Ericsson stadium. 
as they ended their first home 
game of the season in a 1-1 
draw with South Melbourne. 

Billed as a grudge game of 
sorts due to the presence of 
Souths ex-coach Mickey 
Petersen now directing affairs at 
Kingz, the hosts squandered 
chance after chance — thus dis- 
appointing the impressiye crowd 
that came out to watch their 
team on the night. 

The outcome, was however @ 
positive departure from a similar 
fixture last season which saw 
South Melbourne running away 
with a 6-1 trashing, 

Marshalled superbly by cap- 
tain and defence lynchpin, Sean 
Douglas, the Kingz enjoyed a 
host of goal scoring chances, but 
new signing Markovski failed to 
put the finishing touches on a 
couple of easy opportunites — 
two of them glaring headers in 
the first half, 

The Australian striker first 
missed a sitter in the first half, 
heading wide of the right hand 
upright after Andy Vlahos’ cen- 
tering cross had opened up the 
defence and left goalkeeper Paul 
Jones completely exposed. 

With another new recruit 
Hiroshi Miyazawa providing 
much-needed cover to the back 
four, the onus then fell on the 
attack to score the goals, which 


unfortunate- 
ly never hap- 
pened, 
Despite the 
early substi- 
tution of 
South 
Melbourne's 
Joe Bacak 
due to a 
hamstring 
strain, 
Markovski 
and attack- 
ing midfield- 
er Paul 
Urlovic 
failed to 
unhinge the 
South 
defence. 

On a few 
occassion 
when South 
attacked, 
Kingz goal- 
keeper and 
rookie 
Michael, 
Theoklitos 
pulled off 
some magnificent saves and 
acquitted himself well, His per- 
formance was however marred 
by a caution in the 32nd minute 
after fouling Peter Buljan. He 
was again involved in a melee 
with South defender, Patrick 
Kisnorbo deep in the second 
half. As a replacement to 
Argentine-born Julio Cuello 
however, he got top marks. 

Veteran Wynton Rufer was 


Paul Trimboli: South's captain and most 
impressive player against the Kingz. 


forced into action by Petersen in 
the 62nd minute and as always 
looked dangerous with a couple 
of great crosses from the flanks, 
but poor connection from 
Markovski again let him down. 
The late, late introduction of 
Heremiaia Ngata was the last 
throw of the dice from Petersen, 
but it proved too little to change 
the scoreboard. 


Melbourne Knights 1 
Adelaide City Force 1 


By Bert Van Bedaf 


he Melbourne Knights let 

slip a second half lead to 

draw 1-1 with Adelaide 
City Force in steady rain at 
Knights stadium last Saturday 
night. 

Tt was the Knights first home 
encounter this season and on its 
new Saturday night date, while 
Adelaide ran out for its first NSL 
match, having had the bye last 
week. The draw earned both sides 
their first point of the season. 

Adelaide’s imports Petar Cestic 
and Grzegorz Lewandowski made 
yaluable contribitions, showing 
glimpses of their international 
skills, but Aurelio Vidmar proved 
outstanding taking charge of mid- 
field, where Andy Vargas and a flu- 
ridden Knights captain-coach 
‘Andrew Marth struggled. An 
exhausted Marth substituted him- 
self in the 73rd minute, bringing on 
youngster Daniel Debeve. 

The Knights are headed for a 
tough time now that its import strik- 
er Toto Da Costa will be out for up 
toa month with an aggrevated groin 
injury. Da Costa is yet to line up 
this season. 

‘The brighter point w: 


ing back from serious 

two seasons out of the game. 
Tricarico gave the Knights the lead 
with his first goal in more than two 
years and for his new club. 

Perhaps the Knights should have 
hung on fora vital win at home, but 
the Force spoiled the party, with 
Vidmar equalising after the hour. 

Adelaide coach Zoran Matic felt 
his side should have eamed a win 
and was not quite happy with the 
draw. 


“On the balance of play, I'm not 
happy. We had a lot more dangerous 
situations in front of goal. But com- 
ing here (Knights stadium) is 
always hard,” Matic said, 

He said Lewandowski did well 
considering he’d just returned from 
a short trip to his native Poland to 
sort out some family business, 
while Vidmar and Carl Veart were 
looked upon as the experienced 
hands to steady the Force. 

“The Polish fellow arrived 
(back) in the afternoon. For now his 
performance was OK, but he should 
be playing better when the condi- 
tions are dry,” Matic said. 

“Aurelio and Carl should steady 
the team. We haye a few more 
youngsters in the team and they 
(Vidmar and Veart) should help 
them through the season,” he sai 

Marth was also disappointed. 
“Most definitely. We're lucky to get 
away with a draw the way we're 
playing, It’s not the best. Our first 
two games have been pretty ordi- 
nary, We need to improve in the 
centre of the park,” Marth said, 

Marth revealed De Costa had 
developed a troubling injury, which 
first occurred pre-season. 

“Toto could be a worry. We had a 
sean done, something that should 
have been done three weeks ago. 
‘The scan confirmed Toto has a tear 
in his quadricep and he could be out 
for up to four weeks,” Marth said, 

Adelaide City had the best 
chance of the first half, but former 
Carlton"and Northern Spirit striker 
Alex Moreira watched his shot on 


the tum bounce off the bar and post” 


in the 25th minute. 

The Knights create@, four 
chances for no retum. Tricarico was 
twice in the thick of the action, but 
Adelaide keeper Adrian Cagalj, 


‘Aurelio Vidmar 


also formerly at Carlton, partied his 
shot for a comer in the 12th 
minute,Cagalj also sayed a shot by 
Joe! Porter, while Knights defender 
Sash Ognenovski headed over the 
bar. 

Former Knights captain, and 
now in his second yn at 
Adelaide, Ante Kovacevic blocked 
Tricarico’s second attempt right on 
45 minut 

Tricarico had better luck three 
minutes after the break. Cagalj 
blocked his first attempt, but the 
nippy striker followed up and found 
the net on the rebound for the open- 
ing goal. 

Porter could have extended the 
Jead in the 54th minute, but his 
header went wide of goal from an 
Ivan Jolic cross, 

Adelaide gradually began to 
dominate and created its first 
chance to level close to the hour. 
But Knights keeper Mértin John 
saved brilliantly, pushing Vidmar’s 
half-volley over the bar from a 
Matthew Kemp c1 

John also denied Vidmar in the 
65th minute, diving low to his left 
to push a well-taken free-kick for a 
comer and Steve Horvat saved off 
the line when John was beaten by a 
close-range shot from Kemp a 
minute later, 

But the Knights could no longer 
contain the Vidmar-Kemp combi- 
ation in the 68th minute, when 
Kemp fed Vidmar with a cross that 
the former Socceroo buried high 
into the net with a sliding, right-foot 
shot that settled the draw. 


Parramatta Power’s Wayne Sullivan 


(left) attempts to stop Wolves’ new 


striker, Darren McDonald. 
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Parramatta Power 3 
Wollongong Wolves 1 


By Arvind Hickman 


arramatta Power notched up their 
P= points of the season with a 

strong 3-1 victory over the 
Wollongong Wolves at Parramatta 
Stadium last Saturday night. 

The Power went ahead early in the sec- 
ond half through Steve Fitzsimmons, and 
were neyer troubled after the Wolves were 
reduced to ten men moments later. 

John Buonovoglia netted a double for his. 
new club, but what impressed most was the 
movement and passing that fashioned this 
stylish Power display. 

The Wolves were competitive throughout 
the first half, but could never recover when 
David Huxley was sent off for what 
appeared to be a ‘soft’ second yellow card. 

Power coach David Mitchell was happy 
with the performance emphasising the need 
to win at home. 

“Last week we were disappointed with 
the result and if you want to be up there with 
the championship teams you have to be win- 
ning at home,” hesaid. 

“I think they (Wollongong) were a bit 
depleted from last year, they had a couple of 
injury problems so we thought we'd get the 


ball down there... this is a passing team.” 

Wolves coach Ron Corry admitted after 
the game that his ‘new’ team still needed 
more time to blend after the exodus from 
last season, 

“No not yet (where I want the team to 
be), we are still playing too individually,” he 
said. 

“Tt doesn’t matter who you are if you 
haven't got Chipperfied or Petrovski... you 
just don’t replace them overnight.” 

Corry also said that the loss of Huxley 
and some silly errors are what cost his team 

“Once we went behind one, and it was 
hard enough with eleven, it was going to be 
even harder with ten. We made some silly 
mistakes when players committed them- 
selves on the left side of the park instead of 
just holding and that was the story.” 

Tt was the first loss in 19 matches for the 
current champions, who surprisingly have 
only managed one goal in their opening two 
games. 

Stuart Young looked like opening their 
account after only four minutes when he 
chipped Power keeper Les Pogliacomi from 
25 metres out, but missed to the right. 

Alex Tobin came close for the home team. 
after heading a Steve Fitzsimmons cross 


onto the underside of the crossbar, before 
the bull was cleared, 

Darren MacDonald should have scored 
for the Wolves after 36minutes when his 
shot from three metres out awkwardly hit 
the keepers’ legs, the score at half time still 
0-0, 

‘The Power clearly look a more cohesive 
unit than they were last season and were 
being inspired by the industrious Wayne 
O'Sullivan in the middle of the park, 

They took the lead three minutes into the 
second half via Fitzsimmons. Ahmad Elrich 
ran down the right side and around Ben 
Blake before cutting the ball’ across goal for 
the forward to slot away, 

In the 56th minute the Wolves were dealt 
a crucial blow when David Huxley was sent 
off after receiving a second yellow card for 
obstructing a Power player. 

The Power were now firmly in control 
and added a second in the 74th when John 
Buonovoglia rounded Buddy Farah before 
tucking the ball past a helpless Anastasiadis. 

Buonoyoglia smashed home his second a 
few minutes later after nice lead up work 
from Elrich, drawing the final defender 
before picking out his man. 

Wollongong managed a dubious consola- 
tion goal when Lubo Lapsansky was ruled 
to have brought down Max Nicholson in the 
box, Young calmly making the score more 
respectable from the spot. 

The final result is an important stepping 
stone for the Power, and another reminder to 
the Wolves that they face a much tougher 
task this season if they are to make it three 
ina row. 


Northern Spirit 


Newcastle | United 1 


By Tim Caimakamis 


North Sydney Oval and in front of a very 

vocal crowd, the Northern Spirit shared 
the spoils with Newcastle United staging an 
entertaining 1-1 draw. 

United coach Ian Crook adopted an attacking 
philosophy even though they were playing away 
from home, “We came here to win the game, but 
obviously we're satisfied with getting an away 
point”, said Crook. 

‘The best effort of the first half occurred in the 
10th minute, with Spirit under constant pressure, 
defending desperately and after United missed a 
couple of good chances. United’s playmaker 
Milan Blagojevic took a comer from the right, 
Esala Masi made a run to the near post and 
glanced a header that Spirit defender Robbie 
‘Trajkovski cleared off the line at the far post. 

In the 33rd min, the Spirit counter-attacked 
running with the ball 70m with Trajkovski sup- 
plying the final pass to Pablo Cardozo who ran 
into the box swiyelled and shot from 9 yards but 
straight to United keeper Daniel Beltrame who 
narrowed the angle well. Five minutes later 
Spirit midfielder Robbie Enes came closest when 
he tried to chip keeper from 25m, only for 
Beltrame to tip the ball over the bar. 

After the break, the Spirit maintained their 
momentum, when in the 48th min from the right, 
‘Trajkovski supplied a pinpoint cross to the far 
post where the advancing John Hutchison 
arrived to head the ball into the net for a 1-0 lead. 

As in last week's match, instead of pressing 
their advantage, the Spirit seemed content to sit 
back which intum enabled Newcastle to press 
forward. 

With 1Smins left on the clock, United had a 
golden opportunity to equalise when, from a 
Spirit comer, United broke forward and with Joel 


Perth Glory 


I perfect conditions at the picturesque 


Griffiths holding the ball up at halfway, he sup- 
plied a thru ball for Robbie Middleby down the 
left. Drawing two defenders to him, he managed 
to reach the box before being tackled, but unfor- 
tunately for United, he hadn’t notice Matthew 
Bingley and Masi totally unmarked and free in 
the middle in front of goal. 


Northern Spirit's Robbie Enes 
(right) holds off Robert Middleby. 


With 85 minutes played United received a 
free-kick out wide on the left and 30 metres from, 
goal. Taken by Blagoevic, he reached Masi on 
the far post who headed the ball back across goal 
for a grateful Scott Bailie to head in to level the 
score. 

Spirit mentor Hickman when asked said he 
was happy with the point. I hoped we could’ ve 
hhung on for all three points but it wasn’t to be”, 
said Mick. 
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Marconi Stallions 0 


By Richard Kreider 


hand with the opening fixtures of the 

new season but they have so far 
responded by winning the first two in impres- 
sive fashion, 

Despite dominating for much of the ninety 
minutes, the Glory were still made to earn their 
2-0 win against a resolute Marconi Stallions at a 
chilly Perth Oval last Saturday night. 

The victory goes with the 3-1 triumph against 
minor premiers South Melbourne the previous 
week at the Bob Jane Stadium, 

Glory now plays the defending champions 
Wollongong Wolves weekend at WIN Stadium 
before taking on Kingz in New Zealand a week 
Tater, 


p= Glory may have been dealt a tough 


Damian Mori: Hit the first goal for 
Glory. 


“We have beaten a very good Marconi team 
tonight, in fact, this is the best Marconi team I’ve 
seen since I arrived in Australia,” said a jubilant 
Perth coach Mich d’Avray.” They did their 
homework, made things very difficult and 
knocked the ball around nicely,” said d’ Avray. 
“We tried to play them as smart as we could, 
with two wide wingers and one striker through 


the middle to open up the back three and get 
them to a point of frustration,” said Stallions 
boss Lee Sterrey. “I've succeeded with that in 
the past and we were 17 minutes away from get- 
ting something here.” 

“T have already said in Sydney that I think 
without putting pressure on Mich (d’Avray), 
Perth Glory will win the minor-premiership and 
win it clearly,” said Sterrey. 

It was Marconi in fact, who made the first 
serious opening following a defensive slip-up by 
Craig Deans in the 6th minute when Stallions’ 
lone-striker Norm Tome dispossessed the tall 
sweeper of the ball out wide before running on 
and firing the ball into the side-netting, 

But try as they might, the home side just 
couldn't produce the killer blow. 

‘The closest Glory came in the opening half 
was in the 41st minute when Mori headed a 
searching Shane Pryce centre onto the crossbar. 

Perth had to wait until the 78th minute before 
eventually finding net and it was another Mori 
header that broke the deadlock, courtesy of a 
Brad Maloney comer. The all-time NSL 
goalscorer powered the ball past Michael 
Turnbull from 10 metres despite a gallant 
attempt by Marconi defenders to prevent the ball 
from finding its target. 

Before the visitors could muster a response of 
their own, Scott Miller increased Glory’s lead 
four minutes later with a sizzling 20 metre 
ground-strike that was supplied by Michael 
Garcia from the edge of the box. 

The Perth club were forced to withstand a late 
challenge before claiming maximum points, 
especially in the first minute of injury time when 
Dominic Longo fired a volley onto Jason 
Petkovies’ cross-bar and Kevo Gulessarian shot 
across the face of the Glory goal seconds later 
which was just out of reach of fellow-substitute 
Royce Brownlie, only metres from the goal-line, 

Despotovski, Mori, Miller, Edgar and Jamie 
Harwell were prominent in the Perth victory 
while defenders Angelo Costanzo and Michael 
Beauchamp with Brendan Renaud and John 
Maisano were the pick of the Stallions best con- 
tributors. 


Sydney United 


Brisbane Strikers 3 


By Paul Goodwi 


risbane Strikers joined Perth 
B Glory at the top of the NSL ladder, 

‘as one of only two teams with a 
100 per cent record at the completion of 
two rounds, after defeating Sydney 
United 3-1 Sunday evening. 

‘A depleted Sydney United, despite miss- 
ing star striker Ante Milicic, due to injury 
and also suffering from the absence of 
import Aljosa Asanovic, due to family 
commitments, matched their opponents in 
the first half and eventually snatched the 
lead in the 45th minute. 

Brisbane keeper Jason Kearton appeared 
to misjudge the bounce badly wi 
Arambasic fired in an ankle-higl 
just outside the box and under the close 
attention of lurking home striker Commins 
Menapi the keeper allowed the ball to slip 
from his grasp and spin into the net, with 
Menapi being credited with the goal for 
getting in the slightest of off-putting touch- 


Brisbane then had their first real chance 
when Grierson ventured forward in support 
of Paul Foster and Kris Trajanovski, only to 
drive his shot just over the bar and at anoth- 
er point the Strikers almost shocked the 


Paul Foster (front): The 
Strikers’ veteran marksman. 


defence, which appeared to be put off by a 
whistle from the crowd and stopped long 
enough to allow Trajanovski through to 
test John Perosh from close range. 

In the 50th minute, Fernando Rech 
found Trajanovski out on the right with a 
superb diagonal pass and the resulting cross 
from the former Marconi man was inch 
perfect for Foster to meet af the far post 
with a regulation header, sending Perosh 
the wrong way for the equaliser, 

In the 55th, however, Foster got onto a 
ball on the right and swung over another 
nicely directed cross and this time Brazilian 
maestro Rech was nicely. placed to nod 
home the second for the visitors to secure 
them the lead,, 

Trajanovski, impressive throughout, 
then got his reward in the 65th when he 
shook off first Aytek Gene and then substi- 
tute Michael Santalab, before beating 
Perosh with a smashing shot on the move, 

Sydney United tallied late with 
Arambasic denied by a reflex save on the 
line by Kearton, Jon Angelucci tackled 
strongly inside the six yard box by Jon 
McKain and Bilokapic sending a couple of 
headers wide, but for their own part 
Brisbane could have added to their three 
‘goal haul when Rech got onto a pass from 
Lawrie Drake and Perosh effected a great 
save. 


Matchday Sponsor: Be tacall 


Wollongong Wolves 
versus Perth Glory 


Friday October 19 at WIN Stadium, kick off 7:30pm 


Youth Game kick off at 5.00pm, gates open at 4.00pm 
Wollongong Toyota Wolfchase at main game half time 
Unitech Roo Ball, Coniston vs Balgownie, Thirroul vs Corrimal 
After match presentation at Wests Illawarra at 10.15pm 


Wests 


Illawarra 


Southcoast 
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Knights look to Marth for 


“OCTOBER Dist 2001 


U/9'S 9.30AM U/21'S & 1ST GRADE 11,00AM 


OCTOBER 21st & 28th 


U/13'S 10.00AM * U/14'S 12 NOON 
U/15'S 2.00PM * U/17'S 4.00PM 


aaneeee & 27th 


U/it' Re UA2'S 11. -30AM 


130 EDENSOR ROAD, ST JOHNS PARK ALL 
PLAYERS MUST ARRIVE 30 MINUTES PRIOR TO 


SESSION TIMES TO REGISTER, 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION RING 
CHARLES ABDILLA 0416 171 896 OR 9637 1607 


| officials were not wiling to 


Inspiration 


By Bert van Bedaf 


JHE dice rolled against the Melbourne Knights 

in their opening round of the National Soccer 

League season. The Sunshine club lost 1-0 
away to Newcastle United penultimate Friday night, 
but perhaps with an ounce of luck the Melbourne side 
could have come home with a draw. 

Whereas one week before, the Knights celebrated an 
inspiring Tynan-Eyre Cup win over cross-town rival 
South Melbourne, on the road to Newcastle the wheels 
‘came off in a disappointing display. 

Knights player-coach Andrew Marth was forced to 
watch from the sidelines, carrying a one-match suspen- 
sion from last season when he tangled with Glory striker 
Bobby Despotovski in the second leg of the elimination 
finals. 

Marth did not believe the delay was to blame for his 
team’s loss and rather credited Newcastle for their dis- 
play, 

“We were in the bus for more than three hours,” Marth 
said. “But we had enough time to get ready. Officials 
gave us 45 minutes to get ready.” 

“Full credit to Newcastle. They didn’t allow us to play 
and when we got going, it was too late,” he said. 

According to club reports, Marth, who scored the win- 
ning penalty in a 4-3 shoot-out in the Tynan Cup, was less 
polite to his players after the match, describing their per- 
formance as “substandard” and “nowhere near what had 
been achieved against South Melbourne last week”. 

Marth took his place in the side for the first time this 
league season last Saturday night (7.30) when Adelaide 
City Force forced visits Knights to a 1-1 draw. 

Without overstating the case, the rugged midfielder 
and former Socceroo known as “Stabba”, is as vital to the 
Knights fortunes as a brick is to a house. 

AS if his presence isn’t enough, Marth always man- 
ages a vital score to inspire his team mates to greater 
feats, If ever there was a leader, it is Marth. 

‘The Knights and Marth have been hand and glve for 
a decade. Bar two seasons at defunct Carlton, which he 
also captained, one of the game's most feared strongman 
has survived a dozen years in the national league. 

He still does the business with ruthless efficiency. 
With the penalty shoot-out locked at 3-3 during the 
‘Tynan-Eyre Cup match, Marth stepped up and calmly 
slotted home the winner - a leader by example, first and 
last. 

Last season the Knights finished in sixth place with 
Marth in charge for the last six games after Vlado Vanis 
had been relieved of his duty. After a first-round finals 


HAGGER HOOKS ONTO 


na strange, new dimension to 
players-transfer, Parramattta 
Power have offered ex- 
Canberra Cosmos star, Mark 
Hagger a four-week contract. It was 
not exactly clear why Hagger set- 
fled for such a short stint, and club 


ment on the details. 
Parramatta Power’s Head Coach 


David Mitchell last week concluded } 
the signing of Hagger, who had been jj 


training with the Power for the past 
few weeks. Hagger agreed to join 
Power on a short-term contract. 


“This is an opportunity for Mark to |= 
prove himself and eam a permanent |= 


position in the squad.” said Mitchell. 


“We were looking for someone to | 


support Johnny Buonavoglia and I 
think Mark can do the job.” 
Hagger has signed for four-weeks. 
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Mark Hagger (left): Short contract with Parramatta. 


win, the Knights ultimately finished fourth in the end-of- 
season order. It will be hard to emulate that degree of 
success, but Marth is certainly going to try. 

“We're going to fight to get in the top, there’s no two 
ways about that. “If we'd get anywhere near last season, 
T'd be ecstatic,” Marth said. 

Marth said he was pleased with the’ progress of the 
young brigade of Daniel Piorkowski, Daniel Rocco, 
Daniel Debeve and Boris Ovcin. “We signed four 17-18- 
year-olds and I believe that's where the future starts, oth- 
erwise we would not have put them on a contract,” Marth 
said. 

“The boys are coming along and stepping up well. So, 
for example, as Sasha Ognenovski or Steve Horvat get 
injured, we can bring in Daniel Piorkowski in defence or 
Daniel Rocco can do the job in midfield for us,” he said. 

Marth said lucrative foreign contracts have lured a lot 
‘of young talent overseas and in turn has weakened the 
national league. 

“In the last ten years, the NSL league has become 
weaker, especially because of the mass exodus of young 
boys going overseas,” Marth said. 

“T can remember us (Knights) in the 1994-95 (and 95- 
96) season, we had a super team and I don’t believe there 
will ever be a team that can beat that team of “94-95, 
Seven or cight of those players are now overseas in first 
divisions all over the place.That team will never be i ip 
Australia again,” Marth said. 

With Marth as captain, the Knights won the national 
title in 1995 and “96 with players like Horvat, Joe Spiteri, 
Mark Viduka, Joe Simunic and others who went overseas 
or still are, of in the case of Viduka have becofne super- 
stars. 

“We're still producing great players in Australia but 
not in one team, We had half a dozen guys in our team 
who were just freaks and that won't happen again in one 
team. I wish they would come again to the Knights. It 
would make the (coaching) job a lot — Marth said 
with a wry smile. 

Marth has always been one of the boys and now as the 
boss needs to re-assess his situation. 

“I'm pretty fair, I'm one of the boys and I put faith in 
my team. I can take a little bit of leniency and as long as 
they don’t take advantage of it, they're OK. But if some- 
body goe¥out of line, I step on it,” he said, 

Marth favors three defenders with himself in front of 
them and two strikers depending whether the Knights 
play away or at home. With Joe Tricarico showing 
tremendous flair during the Tynan-Eyre Cup after an 
absence of two season from soccer due to a crippling 
hamstring injury, Marth also has the option of for three 
strikers. Tricaro played against Newcastle and unfortu- 
nately failed to score from a one-on-one with United 
‘Keeper Daniel Beltrame. 

“T strongly believe we should play attacking at home 
and a bit more defensively away for obvious reasons, I 
would not like it, if we’d"lose more than six or eight 
games. If worse came to worse, | would have to guard 
we'd get a point, but we're also here (on the field) to 
please the crowd,” Marth said, : 

Last year, the Knights achieved better results away 
than at home, which was a concern. 

“Last season was probably the only season since Tve 
been involved with the Knights that our home record was: 
worse than our away record and there was a lot of pres- 
sure. If we'd lose 1-0 at homié, we'd get booed at the 
time. 

Perhaps the older hands can cope better with that, but 
the young boys couldn’t,” Marth said. 

Marth continues as a part-time captain/player and part- 
time coach, as well as handling a commercial job, so life 
could not be busier, but “I'm coping quite OK,” he said. 

The Knights have employed youth coach Luciano 
Trani on a full time basis. He is istant to Marth 
and conducts daily training sessions with the senior 
squad. 

Everything is geared for a successful season, although 
the Knights are hard-pressed t improve on last season 
and Marth knows he'll be under pressure. 

“T'm expecting to feel the heat. I’m confident I have 
the support of the board. I think they believe what I 
believe. : 

‘We don’t have an exceptional team. We're not going to 
win the championship. That’s quite impossible. If you 
look at last year, we did exceptionally well. If we get to 
sixth place, it will be beyond my dreams and if we're in 
the six anything is possible,” Marth, the fighter, said. 
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At last, succour from C7 


Dear Sir, 

I'm totally delighted that 
Channel 7 have finally warmed to 
the game. Them losing the AFL. 
has certainly been the kick in the 
pants they deserved, 

At any case, STAND is now 
past its use-by date so I will be 
concentrating my efforts on a 
more productive angle this year. 

T have been in touch with SA, 
particularly Ian Holmes with the 
aim of forming this new group 
called FAN, SA have been some- 
what slow to reply to my letters, 
but I guess that they have so much 
to do since Ian Knop gained the 
reign, 

I'm not worried, as FAN is a 
long term plan and it will just take 
its course in due time, 


A while ago, I sent SA and IEC 
as well as TMT an idea I had for 
a promotion ad for the Socceroos 
campaign, The letter I sent was 
just the basic 
idea, but I 
have the full 
blown ver- 
sion/script 
too, 

After hay- 
ing seen their 
current 
(France. play- 
ers) advertise- 
ment it con- 
firmed my fears that these people 
lack real imagination, Anyway 
SA and International 
Entertainment Corporation said 
they will look at it in due course, 


The ee ‘has been my plight 
during junior Soccer trials over this 
last five weeks, 

‘Yes Lun a pacet who only wants 


s like all loving parents) eo 


probably next year? 

And TMT, the people behind 
the SA consultancy scandal here 
in Melbourne failed to even reply 
or retum a 
message. 
Something 
wrong there? 
Well as you 
know now The 


= Sexy Football 
Show is under 
way although 
we are yet to 
do our first 
pilot. The 
group is formed from five young, 
talented individuals who will 
bring to the Melbourne football- 
loving public as well as the 
novices, all behind-the-scenes 


Seely ignore al concepts ‘of 
“customer focus”: so readily avail- 
able in any management textbooks. 
to become merely Soccer robots: a 


ted cone here and there, a line up of 
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and satirical views of our game. 

The program should go on air 
in January on Channel 31, exactly 
on Thursday 8.30 pm. 

As soon as we have our demo 
tape and marketing folio, I will be 
sending them around for your 
perusal. 

Yours in sport 

Con Monteleone, 
Donnybrook, VIC 


Dear Sir, 


‘The NSL is back and as usual all the pre- 
season talk revolved around the chaos off the 
field. The demise of Canberra is no big deal, 


it seems anymore. 
As I said before the 
Cosmos needed to be put out 


time. _ 
There is now much spec- 
ulation about the future of 


course a successful NSL 


little fiefdoms. 


Dear Sir, 

Following Perth Glory’s 
outstanding and compre- 
hensive win over a tough 
side such as South 
Melbourne in the opening 
weekend of thr 2001 NSL, 
it confirms the belief of 
Glory fans that we are 


online to —_ succeed 
Wollongong Wolves as the 
next champions. 


Like it or not, for the 
past three seasons, South 


“coach” cot ofthe cb oe 
so much asa welcome speech? _ 


of their misery and not before q 


Parramatta Power. Of Po y ER 


club based in Sydney's west is vital. 
Unfortunately the cause is not helped 
when most of the key groups involved in 
Soccer in the area refuse to give Power any 
meaningful support. They regard Payer as an 
interloper who are a threat to their precious 


Alex Tobin: Parramatta Power's legendary skipper. 


Don't let Parramatta 90 down 


Perhaps Powers best hope for survival and 


NSL. 


What is best for Soccer in the West is only 
of secondary importance unless it fits the w 
agenda of these entrenched groups. 


Melbourne have been a for- 
midable side with a lot of 
pedigree in the NSL. 

Their fine form and con- 
sisitency have been leg- 
endary and the fact that 
they remain the first and 
only Aussie side to appear 
at the World Club 
Championships in 2000, 
put them head and shoul- 
ders above everyother side 
in the country. 

It was therefore no mean 
feat for our beloved Glory 
to go to the lions’ den and 
tame the king of all land 
animals. The impressive 
manner in which the Glory 
lads did it is even more 
noteworthy. 

Who in their right minds 
would ever have predicted 
just six months back when 
the South Melbourne were 
locking horns with Wolves 
for the Grand Final, that 
any team would come to 
Bob Jane and humiliate 
mighty South? No one, I’m 
sure. 

All the lads who turned 


success lies with the attempt by Northern 
Spirit and Olympic Sharks to reinvent them- 
selves. If they are successful there will be a 

knock-on effect which surely 


must reach Power and 


encourage the Parramatta 
Leagues club to persevere. 
It will also give the NSL a new 


momentum and credibility it 
badly needs right now. 

The other factor is qualifica- 
tion for Korea-Japan 2002. 


If this happens then goodwill and overall 
interest in Oz Soccer will surely rise sig- 
nificantly some of which must benefit the 


NSL’s problems are huge but it is not the 
total write-off its critics claim it to be. 


~ R.Melor, 
Bondi, NSW 


out against South for Glory 
surely did we all on this 
side of the Nullabor proud 
and if you ask me, I already 
dream of our great skipper 
and — motivator-in-chief, 
Gareth Naven lifting the 


coveted trophy at the Grand 
Final, come May next year. 


This time, there will be 
no more regret and anguish 
as was ‘the case in 2000 
when the Wolves came to 
the Subiaco and crushed 
our hopes. This time, even 
the Wolves look like a 
defeated side themselves 
— especialy as 
respected leader, Horsley is 
now on our side, 

This surely is a sweeet 
time to be a Glory fan and 
as we all march towards the 
Grand Final, next May, let 
me congratulate the surreal 
city of Perth that at last, 
here comes your sporting 
day of reckoning. 


Mirka Anjarn, 
Cloverdale, WA 


their - 


/ 


By Allan Crisp 


MEDAL GLORY 
FOR COREY 


‘avourites don’t always finish first, but 

Blue Eagles champion Corey Artone 
shattered that concept when he won SA 
Soccer's most prestigious individual award, 
the Sergio Melta Medal, on Monday night. 

Artone was accorded the honour as the 
Premier League Player of the Year from 
Campbelltown Red Devils midfielder 
Lachlan Campbell, with White City 
Woodville sweeper Milan Ivanovic in third 
place. 

Multi-skilled Artone polled 27 votes to 
triumph in front of 1998 Melta Medal win- 
ner, Campbell (23) and Ivanovic (20), 

‘There was no doubting the popularity of 
the choice when Artone received his richly 
deserved prize at the height of the glittering 
ceremony at the Hyatt Regency Ballroom. 

‘Atthe start of the count, Artone gathered 
four first preference yotes, and three, sec- 
ond-preference nods to lead his Blue Eagle 
team-mates Michael Brooks and Frank 
Sergi. 

After eight rounds, Artone and Brooks 
were waging a friendly battle with Artone 
leading Brooks by a single vote, while 
‘Campbell was well in contention with eight 
yotes. 


When a further eight rounds were taken 
into account, Artone held a one point lead 
from Campbell and the net was tightening. 

But, Artone polled a first and a second 
preference vote during the last six minor 
round matches to win from Campbell, who 
received only one, second-preference in the 
run home. 

Hailed as a complete midfield playmak- 
er, Artone played 61 NSL games for the 
Adelaide Sharks and scored eight goals dur- 
ing his three-seasons with the now defunct 
club. 


Richard Gough: Missed his NSL 


debut for Northern Spirit due 
to injury. 


He enjoyed an outstanding 2001 Premier 
League season with the Blue Eagles, being 
the principle supplier for goal grabbers 
Brooks and Sergi. 

‘Artone was the man who epposing 
coaches identified as the player who had to 
be marked if the pipeline to goal was to be 
blocked- 

Despite the shadowing, Artone scored 16 
goals and boosted major front runner 
Brooks to a league leading 30 goal tally, 
while slick Sergi netted 12 times, 

The 8757 crowd that watched the SA 
Premier League Grand Final will hold an 
enduring memory of the two match saving, 
sensational long-range goals scored by 
Artone. 

Initially, Eagles coach Zoran Karadzic 
opted not to field Artone in the season 
decider against Modbury Jets because he 
had a severe groin injury. 

“Zoran wanted to start me on the bench, 
but I pleaded with him to let me start and 
see how long I would last,” Artone said. 

With the aid of pain killing injections 
before the kick-off and at half time, Artone 
lasted for 75 minutes Artone had missed 
last season’s Grand Final, also against 
Modbury Jets, and was not about to allow 
history to repeat itself. 

‘The historic fact is that the gallant Jets 
twice led before the Blues hit back as 
Artone crammed enough inventiveness and 
those two classic goals into his 75 minutes 
on the Hindmarsh Stadium turf to eam the 
Alex Hastings Medal as Man of the Match. 

‘The Melta Medal win capped a great sea- 
son for the championship winning Blue 
Eagles, with Brooks adding to the triumph 
by annexing the Mitre Golden Boot as the 
Premier League’s top goalscorer. 

Will Artone and Brooks be lured back 
onto the NSL stage? 

If the new Con Makris consortium has its 
way, the answer to that question would be a 
resoundimg yes! 


Melta Medal Top Ten 
1.Corey Artone . 27 
2.Lachlan Campbell 
3.Milan Ivanovic 
ABill Misailidis . 
S.Nathan Day . 
6.Michael Brooks 
7.Branko Milosevic 
Sain Fyfe... 
9 Billy Karapetis 
10: Brad Armour .. . 


PREMIER LEAGUE 
AWARDS 


Sergio Melta Medal: Corey Artone 
(Blue Eagles) 

Coach of the Year: Milan Ivanovic 
(White City Woodville) 

Mitre Golden Boot: Michael Brooks 
(Blue Eagles). 

SAWSA Player of the Year: Lia 
Augimeri 

Referee of the Year: Craig Zetter. 

Young Referee of the Year: Paul 
Centrangolo. 

Mutual Community Rising Star: Iain 
Fyfe (Adelaide City) 

Premier League Under 23: Charlie 
Caruso Trophy — Michele Lastella. 

Premier League Under 19: John 
Francis Trophy — Joint Winners: Dominic 
Musolino, Tek Seng Lim. 


STATE LEAGUE 
AWARDS 


Bob Telfer Medal: Ric Cerracchio 
(Northem Demons) 
Under 23 Len Alagich Trophy; Brenton 


Agars 

Under 19: Rab Jones Trophy ~ Joint 
Winners — Peter McDermott, Kosta 
Dimopoulos. 


MAGIC MILAN 
Wr about that magnificent man, Milan 
_YY Ivanovic? In his first season as coach 
of White City Woodville the former 
Socceroo took out the Premier League 
Coach of the Year award and finished third 
in the Player of the Year category. 


Another ex-Australian international, 
Branko Milosevic, also shook the voting 
boxes by grabbing seventh place in the 
‘Melta Medal rankings, 

That effort by Milosevic is astounding 
because he often preferred to direct opera- 
tions from the bench in hig dual role as play- 
er-coach of the Olympic FC. 

‘And when he did decide to play, 
Milosevic quite often stayed on the bench 
until half time. 


KNEE CREAKERS 

Ne Spirit had a right to feel 
aggrieved when it lost star guest 
Richard Gough through a traning injury. 

The 38-year old former Scottish interna- 
tional would have undoubtedly set the turn- 
stiles clicking (or should that be, set the 
plastic cards swiping), despite his veteran 
status. 

But Gough fans would not have been 
impressed by a UK magazine preview of the 
1999 season, - 

Under the heading, “Age shall not wither 
them,” Four-Four-Two wrote — “Everton 
fans can be excused for feeling a little pes- 
simistic as the season kicks-off. 

“Their team now boasts the oldest central 
defensive partnership in the Premiership — 
knee creakers Richard Gough and Dave 
‘Watson, who have a combined age of 74.” 


Lakeside IUXUury. 


°2 bedroom aparimenis from $493,679. 
#3 bedroom apariments from $639,218. 


The most beautiful of all Melbourne locations meets the smartest ever 
lifestyle decision. Overlooking the glorious Albert Park Lake, Scaia features 
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appliances and stone benchtops. Welcome fo Lakeside living. 


*Gymnasium, Pool, Spa, Sauna, Underground parking, Resident manager, 
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(4) AUSTRALAND 
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Spirit draw fails to 
impress Hickman 


‘ick Hickman, 
ever the gentle- 
man, was quite 


circumspect about last 


weekends draw with 
Newcastle United at North 
Sydney Oval, 


While frustrated at not 
taking maximum points at 
home, he was happy with the 
draw, “We battled hard and 
although United made it dif- 
ficult for us, at the end of the 
day I didn’t think we played 
well at all, as we didn’t do 
the basics,” said Mick. 

Hickman made a decisive 
move at halftime when he 
changed his formation to 


Neweastle’s dominance of 
the midfield. It paid divi- 
dends, as it gave Robert 
‘Trajkovski the opportunity to 
go forward and in doing so, 
he provided the final cross 
that led to the goal. “That's 
what you do when you're 
positive,” said the Spirit 
coach. 

A disappointed Hickman, 
at not having his Captain in 
Craig Foster available (due 
to suspension), and is still 
without his key players in 
Noel Spencer and Simon 
Bell. 

“These things are going to 
happen throughout the sea- 


on the chin and get on with it 
as, at the end of the day most 
things will even themselves 
out,” he said. 

Mick was happy with all 
his team and noted the per- 
formance Robbie Trajkovski 
and Andy McDermott, who 
can play in several positions 
including right back, centre 
back, midfield and wing- 
back. “McDermott is a spe- 
cial player, and I’m lucky to 
have him”, professed 
Hickman, 

On Spirit’s formations 
thus far, Hickman was forced 
to play 4-4-2 because of the 
central defenders that are 


match and counteract 


Son, 80 you've got to cop it 


missing. 


TRAVELLING TO THE WORLD CUP 


announced this week that it has a 
Jimited number of packages for 
supporters who wish to be at the 
MCG in November to witness the 
Socceroos against a South American. 
qualifier for the right to take their 
position in the 2002 World Cup Draw. 
This promises to be a most memo- 
table occasion and one not to be missed. 
Packages start at $585 and include 


| Fore Sports Tours has 


(via Melbourne) 


Return Economy Class Airefare to 
Melbouren plus two __ Nights 
Accommodation and B Class Fixture 
Tickets to this most crucial World Cup 
Qualifier match. 

‘IST’ is also now calling for 
‘Registrations of Interest’ to travel to 
Japan/Korea for the “ultimate” in 
Soccer, the 2002 World Cup Finals. 

Some approximate costings are now 
available and on December Ist the 


” 
2002 
FIFA WORLD CUP 


KOREAN 


Official World Cup Draw will be 
announced, thus confirming the actual 
Stadiums where each nation will be 
playing. 

Leap aboard the “Yes, I’m interested” 
list and be the first to receive the rele- 
vant information. 

Give Bruce Tilt a call on Phone: (02) 
9922 6166 or Toll Free 1 800 242 987. 


South American Qualifier 
Melbourne Cricket Ground 


November, 2001 


(Date to be confirmed) 


All Inclusive Packages 


S 


585 


Per person share twin 


Limited packages available so apply 


early to avoid disappointment! 


For Bookings & Further Information Please Contact: 


international Sports Tours — 
Phone: (02) 9922 6166 Fax: (02) 9957 4026 
Toll Free: 1800 242 987 


Email: info@ sportstours.com.au 


Our pre-season prepara- 
tion has been for a 3-5-2 set- 
up, but I was forced into 4-4- 
2 for the Parramatta game. 
Obviously Richard Gough 
pulling out at the last minute 
(due to injury) has left them a 
little bit thin at the back. 
Gough's calf strain has 
forced him back to Britain, 


t the Northern 
Spirit after-match 
function inside the 


Molly Dive Stand for 
Players, Members and 
Guests, Tim Caimakamis 
caught up with a relaxed 
and astute Spirit Captain 
Craig Foster. 


Q. Craig, your view of the 
match? 

A. “Tt was a fair result, but 
a bit of let down because we 
were in the lead and particu- 
larly (because we're) at 
home. We've been so strong 
defensively in preseason 
where we hadn't conceded a 
lot of goals. Against 
Parramatta last week we did- 
n't defend well in the box, 
We've given goals away 
only because of our mis- 
takes, so I really thought 
(from the stand), that once 
we went ahead that we could 
of held onto the lead. Having 
said that, with the balance of 
the game, a draw was fair 
result”. 


Q. Disappointed not 
being able to play? 

A. “Gutted! Particularly 
as it was the Ist home game. 
You train for 3 months (pre- 
season); you work very hard, 
play one game and then get 
suspended. 

It’s my Ist ever red card 
so it's not something that 
happens every week. We (the 
club) were pleased with the 
great crowd, and if we had of 
held on for the result tonight 
and stayed on top of the 


while the club has not 
announced a replacement. 
Mick also believes he has 
enough quality in his squad 
to be able to change forma- 
tions as required pertaining 
to each opposition team. 
With Foster, Spencer and 
Bell back next this against 
Adelaide, it ups the ante for 


league, it would have been a 
massive boost, but even so, 


to be undefeated after 2. 


games (after last season), it’s 
a good turnaround and it 
gives us something"to build 
on”. 


Q. The boys fell into a 
shell after you scored? 

A. “Its something we have 
to work on and have to dis- 
cuss, no doubt about it. 1 
don’t know what happened 
out on the pitch, obviously 1 


Craig Foster: Northern 
Spirit captain. 


wasn't there, and it’s a great 
concern. Last week against 
Parramatta, we scored to 
make it 1-1, then we sat back 
a little bit too much when we 
should of continued to take 
the game: Its something 
we've got to deal with”. 


Q. Tonight you looked 
100% better when you 
played the ball around? 

A. “Yes Lagree. In the Ist 
half, we didn’t start well. 


Newcastle was the better , 


team for the first 25 minutes. 


John Hutchinson, who found target for Northern Spirit against Newcastle, impressive Hickman. 


Spirit with more strength and 
depth in other positions. 

“If you've asked me 
before the season started if 1 
would be happy with 4 points 
after 2 games, I would agree, 
and once we get a little bit 
more cohesion, we will do 
ok”, said a 
Hickman. 


We didn’t play well at all. 
Once we settled into the 
game I thought we dominat- 
ed and created some good 
chances. Once we started to 
pass the ball we were a much 
better team. We also domi- 
nated the 2nd half and were 
the better side for 25 min- 
utes, I thought (Andrew) 
McDermott had a great game 
tonight”, (Not long after, 
during the —_ function, 
McDermott receives the 
Player's player award for the 
match). 


Q. Once you got the Ist 
goal momentum suggested 
you were going to steamroll 
United? 

A. “Well exactly, but the 
surprise is we didn’t. In the 
Ist game, we had 8 new 
faces and tonight 9, and no 
more than 2 months to devel- 
op as a team so those things 
are going to come up on the 
mun, 

At the end of the day we 
have a quality side and we 
just have to learn each 
other’s methods. We know 
now, that when go ahead we 
haye to keep pressing and we 
will do that from now oni. 


Q. Are you keen for 
Adelaide next week? 

A, “Yes very, Last year 
‘we lost down there, we real- 
ly threw it away. We just 
feel we have a completely 
different side and attitude 
altogether, and wether its 
home or away, ave have the 
attitude now that we think 


confident 
/ 


VENUE: Henson Park, Sydenham Road, Marrickville 
KICK-OFF: 8pm & 6pm, Friday 19th October 2001 


promising trial form. 


Olympic youth), 


club’s major recruits. 


John Xipolitas: “We have struggled a li 
a iggled a little 
Canterbury-M'ville defensively in our trial 
coach, 


wa panies, 
he 2001/2002 NSW john Xipolitas, 
Premier League sea- 
son kicks-off in fine 
style with last season’s 


Premiership winners and Yane (Talcevski) are two Brian 
Blacktown City nied outstanding talents and they 

against another of last s are on notice for a big game 

son’s semi- alist, . 


against Blacktown.” 
Canterbury-Marrickville. “© 


The Berries have wel- 
comed the return of club 
stalwart John Xipolitas as 


juality outfit. 
head coach, with some “A? 


With a number of new 
faces joining the Berries 
ranks, the team has a vastly 
different look to the one 
which former coach Jim 
Ziras took to the 2000/2001 
Premier League semi-finals. 

Ex-Sydney Olympic goal- 
keeper George Bouhoutsos 
will pick up the number one 
shirt, and he has been joined 
by the likes of Peter and 
Steve Biviano (ex-Sydney 
Hussein 
Jomaa (ex-Hurstville City 
Minotaurs) and Ali Salim 
(ex-Dulwich Hill) as the 


conceded coach 
“But our clit 
midfield is strong and that 
will be the key for our side 
this year. Con (Paradisis) 


Blacktown City has also 
recruited strongly and looks 
to have assembled another 


Despite the loss of striker 


Jimmy Aschner to 
Bonnyrigg and midfielder 
Josh Maguire to Newcastle, 
Blacktown has signed Kain 
Rastall, David Reid and 
Naoki Imaya to fill the holes. 

Damien Foxe and Paul 
Yates both underwent minor 
off-season surgery, but the 
duo have returned and are 
approaching full fitness. 

The only player in any 
doubt is Paul Dee who is 
nursing a leg injury and he is 
only considered an outside 
chance of starting. 

Last season, these two 
sides split their two home 
and away games with 
Canterbury defeating 
Blacktown 5-2 in the final 
round at Gabbie Stadium to 
+h fourth spot. 
very side in the compe- 
tition is desperate to beat 
Blacktown.” said coach 
Brown, “and 
Canterbury will be no excep- 
tions. The Premier League 
looks to be the most even 
competition with any side 
capable of beating any other 
on the day, so it’s important 
we get off to a winning start 
in the opening game.” 


LYMPIC: 1. Gorge Bouhoutsos, 2, Gre Collins, 
'8 Christian Ortiz, 4. Joha Manolopoulos. "5. Mark 


| D'Alessandro, 6,” Andy Amegashie, 7 Gon 
. Yane Talcevski, 10. Hussein’ domaa, 


Teity Murphy, 15, Steve Bivian 
17. Marcel). Guerrero, 18. All Salim, 20. Trista 
‘Tullock. Coach: John Xipolitas 


| DEMONS: 1, John Crawley, 2. Paul Yates, 3. 
| Damien Foxe, 4, Peter Sermanni, 5. Ber Willard, 6. 
Damon, Langan, 7. Paul Dee. 8. Darren toca, 9. 
Kain, Rastall, 40. Naoki imaya, 41, Jim Nikas, 12. 
E Steve Riches, 14, David Reid, 15. 
atric Galt: 17. Luciano Bertis, 


i] tt. gas Kolsopoullos, 12. John Pillemer, 13.) 
16. Peter Biviano, 


Damon Langan: Blacktown 
City’s enforcer. 


N ON y, 
erence 


blue dewls 


Faifield Bulg vs. Leichhardt Tiers. Nineveh Field 
Bonnyrigg WE : ¥s: Eokomet Ee an Centre 


ROUND, 2 


Friday October 26 ist Grade ae ie 
StGeoge vs Fairfield Bulls. St George Std gn 6pm 
Saturday October 27 aa a eae 
Bonnyrigg WE vs. Parramatta Eagles Serbian Centre 7pm. 5pm 

} Belconnen BD vs Bankstown City W Belconnen $G6.30pm 4. a 
Blacktown City vs CentralCoast  GabbieStd 7pm. Spm 

| S'land Sharks vs C'bury-M'ville Seymour Shaw 7pm... Spm 

Sunday October 28 

Leichhardt Tigersvs Penrith Panthers _ Lambert Pk Spin Spm 


CENTRAL COAST 


Catch up with all the latest news on the 
Premier League and other NSW Soccer news 
on our website: 


www.soccernsw.com.au 


Official clothing 
supplier to NSWSF 


CEHTAAL COAST 


Inside ... Imside ... 


eFrom The Sidelines ........... peostawiee : 


@ Season Fixtures.......20..002.0.2-.- ae -P16-17 


e All the Squads. 
@ Penrith Panthers 
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he Coa! have bol- 
red their squad with 
the likes of Danny Burt, 


Andrew Clark, Steve Berry and 
Damien Smith, 
‘Add to the mix the very experi- 
xd Pat Bradley and the 
Coa have one of the most tal- 
ented midfields in the competi- 
tion, 

Peter ‘Shirley’ Preston has 
been switched to striker with 
immediate success in trial games 
and he is expected to start along- 
side Carl Freeman, an off-season 
recruit from Broadmeadow Magic 
in Newcastle, 

After winning the Winter Super 
League Premiership Bankstown 
look set for a big effort in round 
‘one. Snaring ex-Marconi striker 


Central Coast Coasties 


vs 


Bankstown City Lions 


KICK-OFF; 7pm & 5pm, SATURDAY 20 OCTOBER 2001 
VENUE: Pluim Park, Tuggerah St, Lisarow 


Harry Karl will go a long way to 
easing the problem of scoring 


SQUADS 


COASTIES: 1. Maithew Collis, 2. Mitchell Daley, 3. Dane 
Hokin, 4, Danny Burt, 5. Shaun Matthews, 6. Peter Ritchie, 7. 
Mick Williams,.8. Adam Peatey, 9: Peter Leary, 10. Andrew 
Glark, 14. Pat Bradley, 12. Stephen: Berry, 18. Damien Smith, 
44. Carl Freeman, 15. Peter Preston, 20. Darren Moore, 
Coach: Dale Eggleton. 


goals while Richard Luksic and 
Paull Wearne lead their defence. 


LIONS: 1. Ziatko Josevski, 2. Sefer Yildiz, 3. Richard Luksic, 4, 
Bryan Raeburn, 5. Anthony Kanaan, 6. 

Issa, 8. Robert Issa, 9. Goce Trpo 

Alex ie 12, Adam Mammoliti, 13. Harry. 

Elveren, 4 suksie, 16. Hossam Nouh, 17. Nicola 


VS 


St George Saints 


KICK-OFF: 6.30pm & 4.30pm, SUNDAY 21 OCTOBER 2001 
VENUE: Melita Stadium, Everley Road, South Granville 


‘ing finished third in last 

final series, the Eagles are 

confident they have the cattle to go 
all the way this year. 

After strong perfor- 
mances in trial games there is no 
shortage of attacking talent in the 
Eagles pen with new signings 
Adam Snyder, Glenn Sprod, 
Mirko Jurilj, Jim Bakis and Daniel 
Kukucka all itching for a crack at 
St. George, 

The Saints have had some off- 
season turmoil but have settled 
down under the coaching of for- 
mer Socceroo Paul Degney. 

Emmanuel —_ Papageorgiou 
returns to lead a Saints lineup that 
struggled to find the net last sea 
son and his inclusion will go a 


RAMATTA EAGLES ARE PROUD 
Parramatta Leagues Club & Bank of Valletta 


Tong way to curing those ills. 
Watch out for a big perfor- 
mance from skipper Michael 


SQUADS 


EAGLES: 1. Jason Holmes, 2. Daniel Borg, 8. Geoff Dwyer, 4] 
Malcolm Mieilak, 5. Mark Reveley, 6. Mirko Jurilj, 7. Mauricio 
islas, 8. Daniel Kukucka, 9. Danial Cummins, 10. Tony Mittiga, 
41. Jim Bakis, 12, Glenn Sprod, 13. Adam Snyder, 14. Stephen 
Chipps, 15. Ben Delicata, 16. Anthony Mondello, 17, Ben Xerri, 
Coach: Tam Finlayson 


SAINTS: 1. aaa pals 2. Mark Bariamis, 3. Nik 
paar, ratos, 6. Michael 
Kladi eae a J 

Markopoulos, 10. Emmanuel Papageorgiou, 11. 

42, Zia Younan, 13. Brad Campbell, 14. Steven Papadi 

18, Nick Mantio, 16. Simon Verrender, 

Coaches: Paul Degney & Gleg Kokovi 


Kladis and Angelo Petratos. Both 
players are fit, fresh and keen for a 
big game, 


BE SPONSORED BY 


_ Bonnyrigg White Eagles 
) VS 
Belconnen Blue Devils 


ACONNEN ti 
wsocetnctag® 


KICK-OFF: 6.30pm & 4.30pm, SATURDAY 20 OCTOBER 2001 
VENUE: Serbian Centre, 13 Simpson Road, Bonnyrigg 


onnyrigg has recruited 

shrewdly in the off-sea- 

son and welcome Jim 
Aschner (unassigned shirt num- 
ber) and Shane Knight to the 
Serbian Centre. 

Out goes David Reid from the 
side which won last season's 
Grand Final, but returning is 
prodigal son Bobby Dragas from 
trials in Yugoslavia, and the White 
Eagles again look to have a win- 
ning combination. 

Belconnen has also improved, 
recruiting the likes of Nic Purdue, 
David Arranz and Shane Lyons, 
and with Steve Lazzari back after 
an off-season in the local 
Canberra competition, the Blue 
Devils could well cause a few 

|_ headaches on this tough away trip. 


WHITE EAGLES: 1. Femando Greco, 2. Sasha Uljesenovic. 4. 


Bobby Dragas, 5. Tayfun Devrimol, 7. davier Mancino, 8. David 
40. Christopher Bradley, 14. Johnny 


iawrysiuk, 18; Jone | Kyriazopoulos, 20. 
23. Devrim Huseyin. — 


Fairfield Bulls 


VS 


Leichhardt Tigers 


KICK-OFF: 7pm & 5pm, SATURDAY 20 OCTOBER 2001 
VENUE: Nineveh Field, 673 Smithfield Road, Edensor Park 


airfield returns to the top 
Fe: after finishing third 

in the Winter Super 
League, 

Coach Craig Sharpley has 
added some quality names to a 
squad that has lost just Adam 
Mammoliti and Chad Karpes from 
Jast season. 

The Tigers have some major 
injury problems with Michael 
Galluzzo, Joe Bruni, Danny 
Townsend, John Paul Boutros, 
James Stubbs-Mills and Ryan 
Tones all sidelined. 

With Tigers top gun Steve 
Karavatakis up against Mathew 
Borg and Marc Hoenselaars, this 
game is set to be a very entertain- 
ing fixture. 


4, Paul Bourke, 6. Paul F : 
Carlo, 9. Maro Hoenselaars, 10, Mathew | 
Bentum, 12. Richard Harrison, 13. Pat D: 
Coach: Graig Sharpley. 

TIGERS: 1, Peter Tre 


| FAIRFIELD BULLS ARE PROUDLY SPONSORED BY froggy.com 
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NSW Premier League 


lacktown City wrapped 

up their preparations for 
the Premier League season 
with a three-day camp at the 
Narrabeen Academy last 
weekend. 

Coach Brian Brown took 
his troops through a mixture 
of team building and fitness 
activities designed to build- 
up team morale ahead of an 
important round one clash 
against Canterbury- 
Marrickville. 

The side played golf on 
Friday and had a good hitout 
against Fairfield Bulls on the 
Saturday, before a recovery 
session and a team dinner on 
the Saturday night, 

Newcomers David Reid, 
Naoki Imaya and Kain 
Rastall have fitted in well. 

The club has also complet- 
ed negotiating with South 
Australian club  Birkalla 
over the transfer of Jim 
Nikas. 

On the injury front, mid- 
fielder Paul Dee is the one 
causing the most concern as 
he battles a leg injury and 


could be in doubt for Friday 
night’s game. 
Meantime, Blacktown 


City Football Manager, Ken 


Blacktown City coach 
Brian “Bomber” Brown. 


Schembri, will travel to 
Upton Park next February 
for the likely renewal of the 
Demons relationship with 
West Ham United, 
Blacktown City and the 
Hammers have one year 
remaining in their youth 
academy ari 


W: wish Parramatta 
Eagles’ assistant coach 


John Calleja a speedy recov- 
ery. 

Calleja recently had an 
arthroscope on his knee where 
some cartilage was removed, 
and he has been confined to 
crutches ever since. 

Not one to dwell on his own 
pain for too long, he has been 
hard at work plotting the 
downfall of St. George in the 
Eagles’ round clash at Melita 
Stadium. 

After some good trial form 
the Eagles have signed Glenn 
Sprod (ex-Neweastle 
Breakers), Adam Snyder 
(Manly-Warringah), Mirko 


Jurilj (Singapore) and 
Anthony Mondello (ex- 
Marconi youth). 

Jim Bakis and Daniel 


Kukucka return for another 
year, while negotiations with 
Belconnen’s Geoff Howarth 
and-ex Wollongong defender 
Paul O'Grady continue. 
oan8 


change in the coaching 

ranks with St. George 
replacing John Sentas with 
Paul Degney. 

A former Socceroo inter- 
national, Degney made 135 
appearances for Marconi in 
the NSL between 1977 and 
1983 and is confident he can 
translate that experience to 
the coaching ranks, 

With the squad built 
largely around last year’s 
team, the Saints welcome a 
few new faces to first-grade 
such as Zia Younan, John 
Fotiadis and Nick Mantic. 

Emmanuel Papageorgiou 
returns from Greece and will 
line up on a potent forward 
line, which will include 
Achilleas Markopoulos and 
Angelo Petratos, 

Forgotten —_ midfielder 
George Zabetakis is still 
hard at work recovering 
from a knee reconstruction, 
and Saints fans can expect to 
see him back in action in the 
next month or so. 

a 


anterbury ace Greg 
Collins has a new occupa- 
tion, moonlighting as a ‘movie 


Adam Snyder: Picked up from Manly-Warringah by 


star’ in his spare time. 

The former Panthers and 
Sydney United utility was one 
of a number of Olympic play- 
ers who appeared in the film- 
ing of an Uncle Tobys com- 
mercial during the week. 

Forced up at the ungodly 
hour of 4am to make his way 
down to a wet Centennial Park 
by Sam, Collins and his team 
mates endured a lengthy wait 
in the cold and rain before the 
director finally called for a 
‘rain check’ after the cloudy 
conditions and drizzly weather 
made the venue unsuitable for 
a ‘take’. 

Like real troopers the boys 
returned to action on the 
Friday morning, completing 
their scenes, which included a 
shot of Collins nailing a pile 
driver from the edge of the 
penalty box. 

Berries fans will be hoping 
this ‘red hot’ movie star form 
will translate itself to Henson 
Park this Friday night when 
they host Blacktown City in 
the opening game of the 
Premier League. 

Senn 
eichhardt coach Les 
DeCelis must be won- 

dering if he has ‘killed a 
Chinaman’. 

After launching an 

aggressive recruiting cam- 


Parramatta Eagles. 


paign that netted some qual- 
ity catches, DeCelis has had 
a horror run of injuries 
through the pre-season 
which leaves him with a bare 
squad for Saturday night’s 
opener against Fairfield. 

With seven first-grade 
players on the injured list for 
periods of up to 5 weeks, the 
former Ryde City coach is 
seriously considering hand- 
ing a Premier League debut 
to two of Ryde;s finest prod- 
ucts, Daniel Cunningham 
and Michael O'Riley. 

Both these players were 
members of Tony Dunn’s 
successful 2001 First 
Division campaign and he is 
confident the boys will be 
assets to the Tigers, 

“They had a great season 


for us at Ryde,” said Dunn, 
“and they are more than 
capable of the step up in 


utherland coach Billy 

McColl is predicting bright 
things for striker Kris 
Karanasos, 

‘A former Sutherland junior 
via the Como-Janhali club, 

Karanasos has been bought 
along slowly by McColl but 
this year the gloves are off, 
and he will be unleashing the 
teenager, confident he will 
make the grade. 

“After a tough Premier 
League season, he had the 
winter season off,” said 
McColl. 

“He has come back much 
better and with more hunger 
and desire, and his perfor- 
mance on the training park has 
been outstanding. 

He is quick and despite his 
size is deceptively strong and 
I'm certain he'll make his 
mark this year.” 

After signing a new deal in 
the off-season, much will 
depend on Karanasos to drive 
his young side towards that 
Holy Grail of a Top Five fin- 
ish. 

a 
onnyrigg has secured the 
services of former 

Panthers head honcho Stan 
Ackerley as assistant coach 
to Greg Woodhouse. 

Ackerley left the Panthers 
in the off-season and wasted 
no time in finding himself a 
spot for the new Premier 
League campaign alongside 
his good friend and fellow 
‘Formeroo’. 


With longtime trainer 
Nick Bilbija also on the 
Bonnyrigg staff, there is no 
shortage of class and experi- 
ence in the White Eagles’ 
camp. 

t 
fairfield is another club to 
have a new coach for a 

new season. 

Veteran midfielder Craig 
Sharpley has assumed the role 
after former Super League 
Coach of the Year John Turner 
parted company with the Bulls 
at the conclusion of the winter 
competition. 

There is also some new tal- 
ent at Nineveh Field in the 
form of ex-Lincoln City mid- 
fielder Richard Harrison, for- 
mer youth international 
Mathew Dihm and ex-Sydney 
United midfielder Ray 
Younis, 

If the lads can stay injury 
free and Borg and Hoenselaars 
can continue their remarkable 
“double act’ of recent years, 
there is no reason why the 


Richard Harrison: 
Ex-Lincoln City and 
Macarthur winger now 
with the Bulls. 


Claudio Canosa: 
Bankstown City coach. 
Bulls can’t finish in the Top 
Five, 
‘The Fairfield management 


will be continuing their 
Saturday night home games 
throughout the season, which 
saw the ‘full house’ sign, go 
up at the picturesque ground 
for a number of winter season 
matches. 
a 
Am side who will be 
playing their home 
games on a Saturday night is 
Bankstown City, 

Promoted from the 
Winter Super League, the 
Lions have assembled a 
more than capable squad 
under the watchful eye of 
Claudio Canosa, _ 

With new floodlights, a 
covered grandstand and a 
new concrete apron on the 
front of the grandstand, 
Jensen Park has really come 
on in leaps and bounds, and 
with plenty of room around 
the ground, the club is confi- 
dent of some good crowds 
this year. 


rith has a new 
‘coach in Tony 
Rassmussen and 


have assembled a young 
squad with a few experi- 
enced heads. 

Midfielder-Ryan Jones 
is the club’s major loss 
moving onto Leichhardt, 
but with a number of last 
season’s Under-19 side 
knocking on the door, there 
is no shortage of talent 
waiting to step up. 

Striker Tim O'Connell 
is expected to miss the first 
few rounds with a broken 
hand, opening the way for 
veteran forward Osvaldo 


PENRITH PA 


Penrith Panthers 


VS _ 
Sutherland Sharks 


EL Alito start. : 

The Sharks finished 
bottom = in season 
2000/2001 and will be 
hoping for a solid start to [3 
exorcise the demons of last |= 
year. 

Ben Short, David 
O’Han, Jamie Danaskos, 
Dean Heffeman, Ambrose 
Mancia and Steve 
Cklamovski will form the [- 
basis of the Sharks squad 
this season, with coach 
Billy McColl looking to 
the likes of Alen Stajcic, 
Kris Karanasos, Dennes 


Olla and Colin McAusland | Ga 


for the inspiration. 


KICK-OFF: 7pm & Spm, SATURDAY 20 OCTOBER 2001 
VENUE: Andrews Road Field, Andrews Road, Penrith 


SHARKS: 1, Dennes Ol 
4. David O'Han, 5. Ben 
Danaskos, 8. Monte 


(THERS ARE PROUD TO BE SPONSORED BY Panthers World of Entertainment, 
Allied Pickfords Business Relocations, Prospect Credit Union, Wizard Home Loans, Soul Sports, 
Bonus Plus (Panthers World of Entertainment), Panarottis Pizza Pasta (Main Lobby, 
Panthers World of Entertainment), Penrith Press & Hawkesbury Radio 89.7 
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CANTERBURY 
MARRICKVILLE 
OLYMPIC 


1. George Bouhoutsos, 2. 
Greg Collins, 3. Christian Ortiz, 
4. John Manolopoulos, 5. Mark 
D'Alessandro, 6. Andy 
Amegashie, 7. Con Paradisis, 
8. Yane Talcevski, 10. Hussein 
Jomaa, 11. Aheleas 
Kotsopoulos, 12. John 
Pillemer, 13. Terry Murphy, 15. 
Steve Biviano, 16. Peter 


Biviano, 17. Marcelo Guerrero, 


18. Ali Salim, 20. Tristan Tulloch. 
Coach: John Xipolitas 


BELCONNEN 
BLUE DEVILS 


1, Anthony Giannasca, 2. Toplica Popovich 
8. Matthew Cachia, 4. Elliot Zwangobani, 5. 
Nic Purdue, 6. Shane Lyons, 8. Michael Katz, 
9. Stephen Lazzari, 10. 
Daniel Macor, 11. David 
Arranz, 12. Jaime Mauro, 
13. Stewart Camara, 14. 
Elia Salloum, 15. Paul 
16. Oscar 
17, Stephen 
18. Lee 
Pietrukowski, 19. Daniel 
Camara, 20. Rade 
Kosanovic. 


ee CONTEN ON 
et Socce Rte 


blu devils 


LEICHHARDT 
TIGERS 


1. Peter Trajcevski, 2. Kelvin Foster, 3. 
Joe Moric, 4. Ross Kethel, 5. Steven 
Livingstone, 6. Michael Galluzzo, 7. 
Joe Bruni, 8, James Stubbs-Mills, 9. 
Allan Picken, 10. Steve 

Karavatakis, 11. 

Sam La Rocca, 


Andrew Falas, 

14. Zoki Adioski, 

15. Ryan Jones, 16. 

Anthony Tesoro, 17. 

Jason Lal, 18. Harry James, 19. Danny 
Townsend, 20. John Paul Boutros, 30. 
Con Anastasiadis 


Coach: Les DeCelis 


PARRAMATTA 
EAGLES 


1. Jason Holmes, 2. Daniel Borg, 3. Geoff Dwyer, 4. Malcolm 


Coach: Lino Fiorese 


FAIRFIELD 
BULLS 


1. Frank Mikuletic, 2. Mathew Dihm, 3. Jason 
Connolly, 4. Paul Bourke, 6. Paul Richardson, 
7. Ray Younis, 8. Leo Carle, 9. Marc 
Hoenselaars, 10. Mathew Borg, 11. Stewart 
Van Bentum, 12. 
Richard Harrison, 13. 
Pat Darvill, 14. Tom 
Maric, 20. Steve Tolios 


Coach: 
"| Sharpley 


Craig 


Meilak, 5. Mark Reveley, 6. Mirko 
Jurilj, 7. Mauricio Islas, 8. Daniel 
Kukucka, 9. Danial Cummins, 10. Tony 
Mittiga, 11. Jim Bakis ,12. Glent 
Sprod, 13. Adam Snyder, 14. Stephen [i 
Chipps, 15. Ben Delicata, 16. Anthony |” 
Mondello, 17. Ben Xerti 


Coach: Tam Finlayson 


Michael Kladis 
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enrith’s build up to 
the new season is 
centred firmly on a 


youth policy, with the 
Panthers clearly not 
interested in competing in 
the high dollar market 
that some clubs are push- 
ing the competition 
towards, 


a 


KS 


=— 


but now see the opportuni- 
ty for them to build on 


Ackerley’s work, with 
some new ideas and strate- 
gies. 


Ackerley’s old position 
as Director of Coaching 
remains unfilled, but over- 
Seeing the Panthers first- 
grade in Stan’s absence 


Club Secretary Glynnis Gaskin (left) and the 
Penrith Panthers club are providing a great 
chance for the youth to come through. 


The Panthers are more 
keen to develop and build a 
unit to represent them and 
their area, as they see their 
mission to provide oppor- 
tunities to their youth, more 
so than becoming competi- 
tive in the State’s highest 
level of competition. 

For the first time in nine 
seasons, the Panthers will 
be without the leadership 
of Stan Ackerley, with Stan 
opting to take up new chal- 
lenges. 

The Panther’s wish Stan 
well in his new endeavours, 


will be Ackerley’s long 
time deputy Tony 
Rassmussen, 

Rassmussen has been 
able to move his unit on 
during the “post” Ackerley 
era, and the squad has 
appeared to blend well in 
the off-season. 

‘The unit mainly centres 
around the youth that fin- 
ished off the 2000/2001 
season so well, with oppor- 
tunities being offered to the 
next batch of young talent 
to see if they are able to 
compete at the higher level. 


Panthers Young Gu 


Helping Rassmussen in 
the coaching role will be 
Greg McGniskin, and his 
on-field — coach/director 
Ossie El Ali. 

Unfortunately only a 
week ago, the Panthers 
2000/2001 captain Martin 
Driene had to announce his’ 
fetirement, as his profes- 
sional work responsibilities 
start to take more time. 

The loss of Driene is a 
massive blow to the 
Panthers, both on and off 
the field. Rassmussen 
states that 
Driene was as 
much a leader 
off the field as 
he was on, 


behind his 
every direc- Pp. 
tive, 

On the field, 
Rassmussen was 
keen to build its youth 
around El Ali, Ben Wright 
and Driene, but will now 
look for his squad to lift 
even more to cover 
Driene’s loss. 

Ben Wright is currently 
overseas, but the Panthers 
are expecting him to return 
around Christmas. 

The Panthers haye not 
been active in the high end 
of the market, but looked to 


ith the enti =e 
wine ar ee, 


identify youthful candi- 
dates to add to the squad. 

The main Panthers’ 
recruits are Luke 
O'Connell (ex-Blacktown 
and Macarthur player) and 
Rod Hutchinson (ex- 
Macarthur, Blacktown and 
Central Coast player). 

Both these players have 
fitted into the unit well, and 
are seen as promising 
recruits. 

O'Connell joins his tal- 
ented younger brother Tim, 
and almost to underline his 
youth policy, 
Rassmussen has 
appointed Luke 

the captain 

of the first- 
grade team. 

Hutchinson 

brings some 

needed work 

Ay rate into the 

“cy Panthers attack 

and should form a 

good combination with 

18-year-old Tim 
O'Connell. 

Rassmussen also places 
special praise and thanks to 
Ken Schembri and the 
Blacktown City Club, 
whom acted professionally 
in directing Ryan Noble 
and Kurt Van Arkkels to 
the Panthers after identify- 
ing that the young talents 
were not likely to gain a 


ns 


Panthers in action last year at Parramatta Stadium._ 


place in the Demons main 
squad. 

Rassmussen believes 
both these players are tal- 
ented enough to challenge 
for a spot in the Panthers 


main squad, 
Rassmussen is very 
happy with the build up of 


his unit, with the full squad 
working together to de- 
velop into a team. 


Rassmussen will ask of 
big season’s from goal- 
keeper Chad Taylor, Luke 
Boyd, Jason Sciberras, Jon 
Hawkins, Tim O’Connell 
and Dave Gardiner, young 
players that took their 
opportunities in 2000/2001 

The senior unit is pre- 
dominantly under the age 
of 20, with only El Ali and 
Wright on the wrong side 
of 25, 

As well as assisting 
Rassmussen with the first- 
grade, Greg McGriskin will 
also oversee the Under-19 
squad, calling on the 
Panthers Under-17 Youth 
League coach Mark 
Higgins as his deputy. 

The involvement of 
Higgins clearly illustrates 
the strategy that the 


Panthers are adopting for 
their “nursery”, 

A clear linkage of the 
Under-19 with the Under- 
17 Youth League is present 
with up to six of the youth 
players already actively 
training in the senior unit. 

The Panthers’ will again 
be based out of Andrews 
Road, with this ground 
continuing to be developed 
into multi-sport complex. 

The ground is situated 
on Andrews Road at 
Penrith, with access to 
Andrews Road being via-~ 
either Northern Road or 
Castlereagh Road. 

A  lecation that the 
Panthers hope will harbour — 
success for this seasons’ 
Premier League ‘Young 
Guns’. 
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NSW Premier League 
Womens Soccer Blossoms at Nationals 


jollowing New South 
Fins participation at the 

recent Women’s Soccer 
Australia National Youth and 
Junior Championships in Coffs 
Harbour, New South Wales 
Institute of Sports Women’s 
Soccer Head Coach, Allan 
Bourke, reviews the perfor- 
mance of the Blues in a question 
and answer session: 

NSWSF: The NSW Under-17 
side won the Youth title defeating 
Northern NSW 5-3 in the Grand 
Final. Obviously a_ pleasing 


result? 

Allan Bourke: Yes, | thought 
they were fabulous, In my opinion 
the best team at the tournament 
and worthy winners of the 
Championship trophy. 

There has been a year of hard 
work go into the development of 
these players as most are NSW 
‘Academy players and NSWIS 
Scholarship holders playing in the 
NSW Women’s Super League. I 
think coach Vicki Linton has done 
a great job in the preparations and 
throughout the tournament. 

NSWSF: The NSW Under-14 
side finished out of the running in 
the Junior section of the Nationals. 
Your thoughts on that perfor- 
mance? 

Allan Bourke: Perhaps the 
results were a little disappointing 
but you can’t measure everything 
by results as we are trying to 
develop players for the future. 

The Under 14 team is a very 
young side. We won't see the best 
from these players until next year. 
Tt was a little bit of a rebuilding 
year after winning the title in this 
age group in 2000, 

NSWSF: NSW had Catherine 


(National Youth) side, Is this more 
evidence that the player pathway 
System is working in this State? 

Allan Bourke: It is terrific that 
we got five players into the Young 
Matildas. There is nothing more 
tewarding than to see our young 
players develop to this level. We 
had a young Under 17 NSW team 
and would expect selection of 
some of those players for the 2002 
intake. 

The NSW Country Under-14 
team saw five of their players 
selected for the Junior Matildas. 
What an achievement for our 
country coaches especially to 
Peter Page for the great job he has 
done with these girls during the 
tournament. 

NSWSF: Manly Warringah 
Dolphin Collette McCallum was 
named MVP in the National Youth 
Championships. Collette contin- 
ues to develop after starring for 
the Young Matildas in the Central 
Coast International Series earlier 
this year. How do you rate her? 

Allan Bourke: Collette 
McCallum is an outstanding tal- 
ent. In the Words of Mike Mulvey, 
she is the "face of Australian soc- 


years and has skill, vision, the atti- 
tude and dedication to match. 

She has a great future if she 
continues to develop at this rate. It 
will be great to see her on the 
world stage in next year’s World 
Youth Cup. 

NSWSF: What lessons can be 
learnt from the recent Nationals? 

Allan Bourke: You can always 
learn from the National Titles. To 
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vasa sere s E 
In action for the NSW Sapphires, Collette McCallum was also select 
Matildas after a brilliant display at the Nationals. 


see the way other coaches prepare 
their athletes, the tactics they use 
and the style and patterns teams 
play is an education in itself. 

Also, to see your top players 
play against the best is a delight. It 
always makes you as a coach think 
about how you can do things dif- 
ferently and better. 

NSWSF: After seeing the future 
of women's football in this country 


Collette McCallum: Named — Cannuli, Emma Davison, Collette cer for many years to come". 
MVP in the recent National yfeCallum, Nikki Pichon and Thea Collette has an incredible abili- 
Youth Championships. Slatyer in the Young Matildas ty to read the game well above her 
ais. 2, Dp » @ @ 
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at Coffs Harbour, .do things look 
healthy? 

Allan Bourke: The future of 
NSW and Australian Women's 
Soccer is great. We are developing 
rapidly at all levels, ~ 

T think we will ntake our mark 
in the World Youth Cup and NSW 
will make a substantial contribu- 
tion to the squad over the next few 


years. 


Mark Byrnes: 
Forza Vicenza! 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


ne of Australia’s talented youngsters, 

[Mark Byrnes, jets off to Italy this 

Thursday to start up his new interna- 
tional career, Byrnes’ destination is the Serie B, 
where the Aussie star is expected to link-up with 
Vicenza. 

Byrnes will become one of only a handful of 
Australians playing in Italy, thus hitting the tough 
road ahead for this young promising player. “Italy 
is renowned for being the toughest league in the 
world, It is a good chance for me to learn more 


about the game as a defender in a country that | 


develops world-class defenders. Serie B is no push 
over league, and Vicenza does mean business this 
season, After being relegated from the top flight 
last year, coach Faschetti is keen to put the side 
back on track,” said the young Socceroo, 
Parramatta Power have agreed an eight-month 
Joan deal with Vicenza, which sees Mark playing 
out the remainder of the season with the Serie B 
side. “I thank Parramatta Power very much for let- 
ting me pursue my career internationally, as it was 
something I wanted to do for a long time. I have 


Female players 
excel in 
male comp! 


eight months to prove myself at the club, and I will 
do all that I can to gain a full transfer at the club,” 
said Bymes. 

The ex- U17/Joey, who captained the side in "99 
World Cup finals to second spot, really enjoyed his 
initial trial spell at Vicenza. “I spent a month and a 
half trailing for Vicenza and liked what I saw. The 
club has many class players with international 
experience from all over the world. The organiza- 
tion is brilliant with quality training pitches and a 
wonderful ground that holds twenty-five thousand 
people. The training is very intense, mentally and 
physically, this will really help mature my game,” 
said the central defender, 

Overseas football isn’t altogether new to the 19- 
year-old who last year, spent five months in Austria 
playing for Casino Salzburg. “The Austrian first 
division was very different to what I was used to in 
Australia, Clubs over there do not play youngsters 
regularly and rely on the older players a lot. I liked 
the training over there, it gave me a first hand look 
at overseas football, but it was not a place to be for 
a youngster like me as I wasn’t getting a fair run,” 
said Mark. 

After his Austrian experience, ‘Byrnsey” 
returned from his loan spell in Austria and played 


Mark Brynes: “I have eight months to prove 
myself at Vicenza”. 


the remainder of last season at his club Parramatta 
Power. The strong central defender managed to 
play sixteen games, scoring two goals, Power will 
sorely miss this young gun, but Byrnes believes the 
squad does have many promising players, which 
will provide future international stars. 


apsw (&} 


“The Power have many good young players in 
the first team squad and only time will tell until 
they get exposed to first team football. I think the 
lads will do better than last season, as the players 
want to be there for the side. Thé squads attitude 
has changed for the better and I think a top six spot 
is on the cards for the lads,” said Byres. 

Having achieved the status of being the youngest 
ever U20 Socceroo, Byrnes knows getting into the 
first team squad of Vicenza will be no pushover. “I 
don’t expect to start straight awayvas soon as I get 
over there, I have to prove to my coach that I’m 
good enough to be apart of his starting eleven 
squad. I will play a few games with the Primavera 
side, getting the much-needed match fitness. 
Training every day with the first team squad will 
only further my chances in playing in the first team 
squad,” said the Italian-bound star, 

So many young talented Australian players have 
left our shores for greener pastures, Byrnes believes 
that youngsters should only leave when they are 
fully ready. “It is up to the youngster, whether or 
not he feels as though he is ready to go overseas for 
football. It is not an easy thing to do, but if you 
have your mind set on the task ahead of you, any- 
thing is possible. My adyice to any youngster want- 
ing to go overseas is to work hard and haye your 
goals set. Never let anyone stand in your way, as it 
is you who holds his own destiny,” said the young 
gun. 


¢ Rd 16-26 draws of 
YL (North) will be 
published here, 
next week. 


‘The first round took on the format of a 
mini-tournament hosted by one competing 
club, with the winner to advance: to the 
quarterfinals. Home and away quarters 
and semifinals will be played March-April 
next year, with the final scheduled for the 
end of May 2002. 

The first round kicked off in earnest last 
month, and now only Group 7 is still to 
play its mini-tournament, hosted by 
Toulouse FC in France next month against 
Scotland’s Ayr United, Legend-Cheksil of 
Ukraine, and Croatia's WFC Osijek. 

‘The quarterfinals draw was conducted 
during the recent UEFA Conference on 
Women’s Football, and for the business 


CT’s elite female players have 

successfully competed in male 

competitions this year, as is illus- 
trated by the number taking out awards 
at club presentations, 

Nineteen-year-old Olympian Peita- 
Claire Hepperlin was voted by her mainly 
male peers at University of Canberra as 
Players’ Player of the Year. Her team com- 
peted in the ACT Premier League Under 
19 competition. 

Former Australian Youth Team rep and 
ex-West Australian Tal Karp took out the 
Coach's Award at ANU for her team 
which competed in the ACT State League 
2. Former Matildas defender Kristyn 
Swaffer won the Coach’s Award for 
ANU’s State League 3 side, 


CANADA SET FOR 
WORLD YOUTH 
TOURNEY 


W just ten months to go before the 
inaugural FIFA Women’s World 
Youth Championship, hosts Canada are 
moying full steam ahead after being 
awarded the Under 19 event as recently as 
March this year. The event is scheduled 
for 17 August to 1 September 2002. 

A fortnight ago, a delegation of FIFA 
and Canadian Soccer Association officials 
conducted a site inspection of the three 


host cities. FIFA’s Per Omdahl, Walter 
Gagg, Tatjana Haeni, Stacy Brown, and 
Jasmine Frei, with Kevan Pipe and Paul 
Hardy of CSA cast a keen eye over the 
Commonwealth Stadium in Edmonton, 
Centennial Stadium at the Usiversity of 
Victoria, and “Vancouver's Swangard 
Stadium. Over the four days, they also 
inspected the tournament hotels and train- 
ing pitches. 

Edmonton will host 12 matches over 
the period 18 August to 1 September, 
including the final, whilst Victoria and 
Vancouver will stage 7 matches each dur- 
ing 17-25 August. 

‘Twelve teams shall compete in the his- 
toric event, with Confederation qualifying 
competitions to be completed by May 
2002. As hosts, Canada qualifies auto- 
matically. The allocation of finals teams 
to-each Confederation is - UBFA (Europe) 
4; AFC (Asia) 2; CONCACAF 
(North/Central America, Caribbean) 2, 
CAF (Africa) 1; CONMEBOL (South 
America) 1; OFC (Oceania) 1; plus 
Canada. 

As well as playing the role of host for 
the first time of a FIFA women’s event, 
Canada are making exciting moves in the 
development of their national teams for 
now and the longer term future. Under 
former Norwegian coach Even Pellerud, 
the senior National Team has a now found 
lease of life and backing it up with some 


Carla Overbeck: US national star inducted into the Hall of Fame, 
last week. 


fine results, including wins over super- 
powers USA and China over the past cou- 
ple of years. 

Canada’s team for the World Youth 
Championship is headed by sensational 
striker Christine Sinclair who burst into 
the senior National Team in 1999 and 
immediately started scoring goals against 
the biggest name teams in the world. She 
has already amassed 30 caps, and is 
Canada’s third-highest all-time intema- 
tional scorer with 21 goals. 

Australia’s Young Matildas have high 
hopes of being amongst the twelve final- 
ists nations for Canada 2002. They need to 
defeat traditional rivals New Zealand and 
the other island nations in Oceania’s qual- 
ification tournament due to be played in 
Tonga in April. The Young Matildas of 
course have their own star in 


Queenslander Kate McShea, who was a 
starting eleven choice in Australia’s three 
matches at the 2000 Olympic Games. 


UEFA CUP IN FULL 
SWING 


ie growth and development of 
women’s football over recent years 
has been recognised with the establish- 
ment of the UEFA Women’s Cup, a 
Europe-wide competition for each com- 
peting nation's champion club team. 
‘Thirty-three countries entered their top 
club for the prestigious competition which 
is certainly a thrill for those club foot- 
balers to travel and pit their skills against 
the best from other countries, both large 
and small, and also provides a real incen- 
tive for all league clubs in Europe. 


end of the competition, the clashes pan out 
as follows - Odense BK v FFC Frankfurt; 
Arsenal y Gp 7 winners; SK Trondheims- 
Om y HJK Helsifiki; and TNK-Ryazan v 
Umea IK. 


1991 WORLD CHAMPS 
HONOURED = 


merica’s National Soccer Hall of 
‘ame last week awarded the presti- 
gious National Soccer Medal of Honor to 
their 1991 Women’s World 
Championship-winning team, This is only 
the third time the award has been present- 
ed, and for the 1991 Team is in recognition 
of “a group of amazing individuals who 
collectively changed the course of 
women’s soccer history”. 

In New York to receive their Medal of 
Honor were Tracey Bates~Leone, Joy 
Biefeld Fawcett, Brandi Chastain, Julie 
Foudy, Wendy Gebauer Paladino, Linda 
Hamilton, Mia Hamm, Mary Harvey, 
April Heinrichs, Lori Henry, Shannon 
Higgins Ciroyski, Carin Jennings Gabarra, 
Kristine Lilly, = Kim — Maslin- 
Kammerdeiner, and Megan McCarthy, 
plus Head Coach Anson Dorrance and 
assistants Tony DiCicco and Lauren 
Gregg. Unavailable to attend were 
Michelle Akers, Amy Allman Griffin, 
Debbie Belkin Radamacher, and Carla 
Overbeck. 
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Mehmet Durakovic; South Melbourne's central defender. 


Matassa returns to 
reinforce Glory's ranks 


By Richard Kreider 


erth Glory has signed goalkeeper 
P=: Matassa to boost their 

goalkeeping stocks and will 
arrive in the west from English 
Nationwide Conference club Woking, at 
the end of the month. 

“This is am important signing for the 
club as we need cover for all positions,” 
said Glory coach Mich d’Avray last 
Friday.“I expect Vince to put pressure on 
‘Tony Franken and Jason Petkovic,” 

The former Youth International ‘keep- 
er, who turned 28 on the 2Ist of last 
month, made 11 appearances in a Glory 
shirt in Perth’s inaugural season 
(1996/97), but not before making 24 with 
Gippsland (Morwell) Falcons. 

Matassa was also in a marketing role 
for the Glory club. 

“It is particularly important that we 
have enough goalkeeping resources given. 
Tony's involvement with the Socceroos 
and the possibility Jason may be called up 
too,” said d’Avray. 

“Vince spent last season with Woking 
in the Nationwide Conference and won a 
player of the year award so we are delight- 
ed he is coming back to Glory.” 


Vince Matassa: Strengthening Perth Glory’s options between the goal- 
a posts. 


Stuttering Melbourne 
clubs on warpath 
with Soccer Australia 


elbourne’s two NSL clubs 
found themselves at logger- 
-heads with Soccer Australia 


and officials after two disappointing 
draws last weekend. 

South Melbourne fought out a scoreless 
draw with the Football Kingz in New 
Zealand, while the Melbourne Knights 
drew 1-1 at home with Adelaide City 
Force, but both clubs declared they were 
teed by poor decisions on and off the 


a Melbourne coach Eddie Krncevie 
complained bitterly and with reason that 
Kingz keeper Michael Theoklitos should 
have been sent off in the 15th minute after 
flattening Peter Buljan outside the box 
while the South striker was in a goal scor- 
ing position. But New Zealand referee 
Derek Rugg only issued a yellow card. 

“I thought the Kingz’ keeper should 
have been sent off. I don't know whether 
there are different rules in New Zealand, 
but the referee should have sent him off,” 
Krncevic said after the game. 

Socceroo coach Frank Farina, who 
watched the incident on SBS’ On the Ball 
program, immediately remarked, “That's 
an automatic red.” 

Yesterday, South Melbourne said it 
would lodge a complaint with Soccer 
Australia, seeking to ban Rugg from refer- 
eeing any of its matches. 

Kmeevic was still seething yesterday 
over the “terrible decision”. He will ask 
South general managgr Damien Phillips to 
lodge an official complaint to SA in writ- 
ing. 

“This is not the first time this has hap- 
pened. Rugg did it to Marconi two years 
ago when he disallowed us a clear goal, It 
was a vital game that would ha 
the top two. We should not be appointing a 


* NZ referee to take charge of Kingz home 


games,” Kmcevic, then coach of Marconi, 
said. 

Meanwhile, the Knights are up in arms 
over a “loophole” that allowed Aurelio 
Vidmar to line up against them last 
Saturday night and score to tie the match, 
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Bert van Bedaf 


The Knights claim Vidmar should have 
been ineligible to play, since he was sent 
s last match against 
on and should have 
served an automatic match suspension in 
the club's opening NSL game. (It did not 
play in the first round, since it had a bye 
because of the Canberra axing). 

But Adelaide found an escape route for 
Vidmar by loaning him pre-season to its 
sister team Croydon Kings and letting him 
serve his suspension in the South 
Australian State League. 

“It is a ludicrous loophole,” Knights 
team manager John Sigur said. 

It also appears to be a case of double 
standards by Soccer Australia, since 
Knights captain-coach Andrew Marth was 
suspended for the first round match against 
Newcastle because he was sent-off in his 


~ NATIONAL 


Team’s last game against Perth Glory last 
season. 

Knights vice-president Ange Cimera 
said the club had tried to sake advantage of 
the same “loophole” with Marth, by loan- 
ing him toa Victorian Premier League club, 
“But the NSL refused us, saying the sus- 
pension had to be served in the same 
league.” 

But on the weekend the NSL, throngh a 
spokesperson, let it be known that Vidmar 
only needed to serve his suspension “with a 
senior team in a full competition and 
Vidmar did that. Croydon is a senior com- 
petitor (in the South Australian league)”, 

The Knights were also disappointed in 
the modest crowd, of close to 3,500, that 
turned up last Saturday night. 

Admittedly, the odds were against them, 
The weather was bleak, the match was 
played in driving rain, and the club's junior 
presentation was being held at the same 
time, keeping some 800 spectators from the 
gate. A 

Knights officials expect a better turn-out 
when the weather improves. 

A few other things will need to improve 
for both Melbourne clubs as wellor the 
season will tum out as cold and bleak as a 
Melbourne winter. 

Still looking for their first wins, South. 
Melbourne is at home to Sydney United on 
Sunday, while the Knights yisit the 
Olympic Sharks on Saturday. 
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Cosmos’ demise 


leaves 


Borgia 


crest-fallen 


By Graham Cooke 


here was one moment in his six- 

year career with Canberra 

Cosmos when team manager 
Tony Borgia thought he was about to 
‘lose’ a player. 

The man in question was tough striker 
Marko Perinovic who for once had come 
off second best in a contest with a goal- 
keeper and lay on his back, his nose 
streaming blood. 

“T really thought he was going to 
choke,” Borgia said, “But then he gave a 
great cough and the blood went all over 
my white shirt,” 

After making sure the striker was get- 
ting proper attention in the dressing room, 
Borgia rinsed out his shirt under the show- 
er before returning to the bench “just so I 
kept up appearances”. 

It is this attention to detail, plus a great 
deal of staying power, which has marked 
his years with the Cosmos. He was there 
on day one, when the club was launched in 


the National Soccer League and he and Ian 
Heywood were asked to begin preparing a 
squad in readiness for the arrival of the 
first coach, Mike Lyons. 

And he was there when the curtain 
came down a fortnight ago with the chair- 
man of two days, Bill Bariamis, proclaim- 
ing: The poor old Cosmos are dead and 
buried”. 

Borgia is the only member of the 
Cosmos staff who has been with the club 
every step of the way. Last week he sat 
drinking coffee in the fashionable Manuka 
shopping centre and wondered what he 
would do with his time in future. 

“Yes, I’m disappointed, bitterly disap- 
pointed,” he said. “Only three months ago 
we had won the battle to stay in the league 
and we seemed in a strong position. I can't 
really point to any one thing that went 
wrong — the club just self-destructed.” 

He has become used to facing crisis. In 
early 1997, after just 18 months, the 
Cosmos were on the verge of folding in the 
middle of their second season, only to be 
pulled back from the brink by a concerted 


Tony Borgia: “Yes, I'm disappointed — the club just self-destructed.” 


fund-raising campaign in which local 
media played a major role. 

Then came the financial crunch of 2000 
which saw the club go into — and out of - 
voluntary administration; finally the 
bizarre events of the winter of 2001 with 


the Cosmos first ejected from the competi- 
tion, then reinstated, then finally ousted 
again when money from a major sponsor 
failed to materialise. 

Not one to wield the knife, he has good 
words to say about all nine coaches he 


worked under and refuses to name a 
favourite player, although he admits to a 
soft spot for that man Perinovic. 

“1 know people thought he was a brute 
and they called him Mad Max, but I never 
got that impression,” Borgia said. “He 
always respected me, and I believe he gave 
us a psychological edge in many games — 
players from the opposition would often 
come up to me and ask if Perinovic was 
playing, he was feared.” 

But always, lurking in the background, 
were the problems resulting from the lack 
of money. “Successive coaches could not 
have the players they really wanted 
because we couldn’t afford them,” he said. 
“Yet often it seemed we were wasting 
money in other areas. 

“Take the last few weeks — there were 
five people in the office at the end, yet for 
two seasons the club was run, and run 
well, by two women, Cass Hampton and 
Sue Lilley. 

“Then there was Suzanne Jenkins who 
did wonders to raise the profile of the 
Cosmos with press releases going out 
almost every day. It was beginning to pay 
off with increased Crowds, then all “that 
work went to waste.” 

Would he ever consider giving it anoth- 
er go, if a successor to the Cosmos 
emerged? “I’m not sure, Really, my plan 
was to have just one more season, but this 
is a disappointing way to finish,” he said, 

“The people I feel sorry for are the 
young players who were on the verge of 
making the first team, and now have 
nowhere to go, and the volunteers who 
must feel betrayed. 

“It’s really quite ironic, because after it 
was all over, I acted as team manager for 
the Canberra Rockets in the representative 
match against the NSW All Stars, and Ian 
Heywood was the coach. Just like at the 
beginning. We've come full circle.” 


Otto Bader 


‘olves sign local boy - Vlado Srbinovski, a tal- 
ented midfield player from Grand Final win- 
ning club Coniston Lions (24) has been given 
the opportunity to show his talent with the Wolves. 
Wollongong-born and bred Srbinovksi had an outstanding 
soccer season with his team in the ICU Premier League and 
is out to prove to the fans that he has got the guts and stami- 
na (o succeed in the National League. His presence will put 
pressure on the other squad members, giving coach Ron 
Corry the choice of selecting his best side on performance. 
I is encouraging for local developed players to see one of 
their own being contracted by the Wolves and surely the fans 
will appreciate to see another one of their well-known soc- 
cer stars possibly making the grade, At present another 
young player from the local league is trailing with the 
Wolves squad with the chance to make an impact. 
‘olid look about Wolves Talking to Club captain Stuart 
Young the other day the atmosphere at the club is calm, 
even though the start of the season was not impressive as 
hoped for with everybody eager to make amends. It was not 
easy against full professional clubs like Parramatta Power, 
who train every day compared to the Wolves part-timers, 
‘The squad has a few injury problems - Robbie Stanton not 
yet ready, just starting with light training runs. George Souris 
carrying & groin injury needing time to heal, Alex Castro 
hampered by a hernia problem, needing an operation most 
likely soon, Beren Sullivan suffering still from an ankle 
injury but just starting light running again. Coach Corry has 
sufficient cover available, able to field a competitive team. 
After the humble 0:0 draw against Marconi,folowed by last 
weekend's 1-3 loss tp Parramatta, the Wolves are now hun- 
ety to do well in-their next encounters, taking maximum 
points, 
yu ‘Wolves start well - Eddie Tesoro, youth develop- 
ment officer and coach of the youth grade, said before 
kick-off this year, his young side has some younger faces on 
board, a team for tomorrow, Hopefully some of these boys 
fun around in the senior team in the not too distant future. In 
hig squad of 18 players are 8 youngsters who came through 
the local Illawarra Junior Soccer Association competitions. 
In years to come certainly more locals could make the grade 
with the Wolves close monitoring the local junior develop- 
ment. To start the season off the young Wolves recorded a 
solid 2:0 win at WIN Stadium over Marconi with goals from 
Andrew Smith and Leighal Dellis one in each half. The 
opposition looked strong physical compared to the smaller 
side of the home team, play was even in both halves, the 
Wolves suing the few opportunities coming their way more 


‘successful, Senior coach Ron Corry would have taken notice ~ 


George Souris: Missed the Parramatta clash 
due to hernia injury. 
of the talent on show. 
ate Start Questioned - The delayed kick-off due to 
/Marconi’s transportroubles is still a discussion point in 
Ilawarra, In farcical circumstances the game was delayed 
nearly one hour, not appreciated by the Wolves camp, ready 
for action two hours before the maich eventually got under 
way. Soccer Australia decided not to hold an inquiry this 
time however might keep observing things in future in case 
of another occurrence. 
awarra Junior Soccer Development - The Junior 
Association assisted financially by the Senior body, 
employs the Director of coaching Glenn Fontana, engaged in 
fostering local soccer talents in all age groups, running level 


_ | coaching courses and attending club training sessions to 


support local coaches. Talking to Glenn recently, he 

_Almnounced a soccer trip to China with two w/IS teams, leay- 
ing on the weekend for a 7 day stay. The group of 34 players 
consist of boys from local clubs like the Wolves - Highlands 
Eagles - Unanderra - Oak flats (8) - Fernhill - Albion Park. 
They will play 4 games in the capital of China Beijing, a 
tremendous experience for the youngsters who had to raise 
quite some money to pay for the trip. 

A further initiative organised by Fontana is a Wollonong 
COEVER Academy with over 200 kids enrolled. Age groups 
boys and Girls range from w9's to u/13"s with the squads for 
each age group already selected. The juniors will take part in 
the world famous COEVER programme run at the 
University of Wollongong. Eventual players will be nomi- 
nated to tour Japan and America participating in the COEV- 
ER coaching methods, arranged by the NSW Soccer 
Federation. 

‘Another point made by Fontana concerns the national tal- 
nt identification games held recently at the NSW Soccer, 
Federation headquarters Parklea. Five outstanding players 
from Illawarra in the w/16 age group took part - Dean Kerr, 
Jacob Timpani, Kearan Deane, Lockard Cahill, Peter 
Gaffney (son of well-known coach and former NSL player 
Larry Gaffney). The NSW team played against other 
Australian State representative selections. 

Any promising youngster interested to know more about 
advance coaching please contact the Junior Association on 
42273413 or the director of coaching Glen Fontana on 
42716844 - his work continues even in the off-season. The 
‘aim is to develop exceptional soccer talents possibly to come 
to the attention of the Wolves to be included in the club's 
youth development programme to mould a future NSL soc- 
cer star. Some are complaining that youngsters a lured to 
Sydney clubs at an carly age however that’s life in soccer, 
‘Spotters are all around the area to recommend upcoming tal- 
ents to the big city soccer clubs. 

hellharbour City’s Night - The annual Presentation 

night of Shellharbour City Soccer Club at the giant 
Shellharbour Workers club, the major sponsor of the soccer 
club, turned out quite a success, well-attended by all players 
and supporters. Guest of honour was club director Dianne 
Hyde, representing the Board of Directors. 

The Soccer Club’s committee acknowledged the support 
received from sponsors Shellharbour Workers Club, Paul 
Rawson financial Planner, Lake View Hotel plus several 
other business groups. Individual trophies went to Mr. Ian 
Lockhart, Supporter of the year to Mrs, Joan Hudson club 
person of the year. Players Awards went to: in the U/20's = 
Most Consistent to Matthew Sacco, Best @ Fairest to Garth 
Brown, Players-Player to Gary Zelvis. 

In Reserve Grade awards went to: Felix Barraza, Martin 
Mutendenzi (two trophies). In First Grade the awards went 


to; Wayne Eagleton, Joel Lockhart, Grant Brown. Player of 
year in all grades went to Grant Brown.Encouragement 
‘Award to Garry Zelvis. Leading Goal scorer to ; Nathan 
Gensbichler - Felix Barraza - Ben Hardcastle 

The night ended with plenty of soccer intermingling dis- 
cussing aspects for the next soccer season 2002, dreaming of 
success. bal 

CU Premier League Grand Final Success - at Crehan 

Park, Cringila, the town most successful teams in 
Mlawarra met after going through the play-offs like semi- 
finals and finals. Referee Peter Srbinovski started off the tow 
contestants Coniston Lions with Steve Skoklevski- Agyel 
Akwvasi- Yani Sekuloski- Billy Gjakoyski- tony Naumovksi- 
Andon Dzeparoski- Pepe Stanizzo- John Chapman- 
Anthony Guido- Vlado Srbinoski- Greg Saric- Stojan 
Dzepeparoski- Vlad Jankuloski- Vlad Trajcevski- Graham 
Goodfellow - Tomislav Arcaba - facing Minor Premier Port 
Kembla with Michael Xeureb - Paul Dimech- Matthew 
Callahan- Robert Cazzoli- lan Pallari- Michael Clare- Shane 
Williams- Mineo Bonetig- Ned Aleksic- Nick Polimenakos- 
Brett Kinnimont- Adrian Alston- Andrew Timbs- David 
Blinoff- Jason Baron- Adrian’ Bartlett. 

The odds were even money, though the side-line experts 
leaned towards Port Kembla, As so often happens in soccer 


the underdogs took the initiative with Coniston Lions scor-~ 


ing early in the half with Pepe Stanizzo, floating the ball in 
from the right side, followed by a tap-in by Anthony Guido 
with John Chapman scoring the thirds with the half-time 
whistle, leading now 3:0. Port Kembfa tried had to no avail. 

The second half was also dominated by Coniston, the 
expected onslaught by Port did not eventuate despite desper- 
ate attempts, Coniston scored the fourth goal in the final 10 
minutes with John Chapman and the fight was taken out of 
Port. In the lower grades Reserves Bulli won 2:0 against 
Lysaght and in Youth Grade Lysaght won. 2:1 against 
Cringila, 

TER Gray - NSW soccer federation president. Jim 

Prodanovic - Soccer Australia match organiser, Wolves 
Chairman Joe Cachia, General Manager Graeme Haney, 
Development Officer Eddie Tesoro, NSL Player Alvin 
Ceceoli. Sponsors Corrimal Leagues Club President Neville. 
Directors- from Fraternity Club Nick. IRT CEO John 
Cowland, Life Members of the ISA George and Mavies 
Naylor, Bert Bampton, Neville Kemp, Harry Brown, Media 
Steve Royal and Phil Murphy from the Mercury. WIN 
Television took the game on film. Entertainment from the 
RM Dance Promotions and Brass Band, National Anthem 
sung by Mrs. Cynthia Cuoco. All in all the day was a crown- 
ing close of the local soccer competition on a well prepared 
venue by the Cringila Soccer club and many volunteers. 
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hat difference a 

year makes! 

Twelve months 
ago, Clayton Zane was strug- 
gling through his Molde con- 
tract and unsure if a career in 
the game was worth pursu- 
ing. 

These days, the big centre- 
forward enjoys rock star status 
in Norway, is top of the scoring 
charts and his team, Lillestrom 
are just about guaranteed 
Champions League football 
next season. 

Zane has even come under 
the notice of Italy’s Serie A, 
with surprise-packet Chievo 
Verona tabling an offer only a 
week ago for his services, 

“Norway is a great league to 
be spotted in as we're still play- 
ing while other countries are 
having their summer break,” 
Zane told tribalfootball last 
week. 

“T have known that both 
Italian and German clubs have. 
been watching and luckily 
enough our team has fired 
when they've been present. 

“Nothing concrete has come 
about, as my club want to win 
the title. But it is nice to know 
you're being watched.” 

Currently the Tippeliga’s top 
scorer with 15 goals, Zane 
credits his form reversal this 
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Clayton Zane: Australia’s international striker, a a a ae 


Zane feeling zany in Norway — 


season to the atmosphere at 
Lillestrom. 

“T think my improvement has 
come from being given another 
opportunity here. Obviously 
the coach saw something in me 
to bring me here and I have 
never felt so comfortable on the 
field. 

“The team’s style suits me 
and scoring a few goals has 
helpedmy confidence. I have a 
good bunch of lads around me 
and the experience with the 
Socceroos has only enhanced 
my improvement.” 

Eyen Zane, himself, admits 
to being a little surprised at 
how far he has come since his 
days with Molde. 

“[t is definitely surprising 
considering I was not playing 
last season. 

“Tt was great to be given an 
opportunity to move to 
Lillestrom and live in a bigger 
city. I am a lot more comfort- 
able here - on and off the pitch. 

“Anyone who scores goals 
gets attention and luckily for 
me that has been happening.” 

It certainly has, in tandem 
with strike-partner Magnus 
Powell, LSK’s ‘Super Duo’, as 
they have been dubbed, have 
hit a stunning 28 goals in 22 
Teague games already this sea- 
son. 


HISTORY MAKER ... Zane (left) celebrating his historic goal 
which led to world champions, France’s defeat at the 
Confederations Cup in June. 


“Magnus and I have a good 
relationship on the park and 
although we are friends, we 
don’t associate off it. 

“Magnus has an amazing 
work rate and has made life 
easier for me by creating a lot 
of space. I think we comple- 
ment each other, he is a great 
player-off the ball, whereas I 
like the ball at my feet more.” 

Chievo Verona’s _ offer 
included a bid also for Powell 
and Zane adds: 

“The leaders at the club have 
kept both me and my agent up 
to date, but I am concentrating 
‘on the gold medal here as we 
were tipped to finish down the 
bottom and have surprised not 
only the media, but also our- 
selves. 

“T know Magnus has been 
asked to re-sign at Lillestrom, 
but I am not sure what he is 
thinking.” 

With the season drawing to a 
close in Norway, LSK are two 
points behind rivals Rosenborg 
with a game in hand. The title 
decider could come next 
Sunday with the two clubs fac- 
ing each other at Lillestrom. 

“We are behind RBK by two 
points and have a game in 
hand, with four matches 
Temaining. 

“We play them at home 


Sunday week and it is already 
sold-out. This game looks like 
the decider as they have a 
tougher run-in. Also, our home 
form reads 10 wins, | draw and 
no losses. 

“RBK are the best foot- 
balling team here, they’re in 
the Champions League and 
havé won the title for the last. 
10 years. 

“But we are the fighters in 
the comp, with great spirit and 
determination that should see 
us over the line.” = 

So what of the future for 
Zane? He was quick to commit 
himself to LSK when news of 
the Italian offer broke last week 
and it appears the club and it’s 
fans have grown on the big tar- 
get-man. 

“No player can predict their 
future and I would love a crack 
at abigger league. 

“Yn saying that, I love it up 
here in Oslo and if nothing 
comes about I won't be com- 
plaining. Champions League 
qualification changes every- 
thing, itis the best club comp in 
the world and I would love that 
challenge.” 

And LSK fans would love to 
see Zane meet that challenge in 
their colours next season. 

© Courtesy, 
TRIBAL FOOTBALL 


Houllier resting after 


4? 


1eart operation 


| iverpool manager Gerard 
Houllier was recovering form 

‘open heart surgery on a ven- 
tilator on Monday after being taken 
to hospital the previous day at half- 
time of the Liverpool versus Leeds 
Premiership match. 

The 54-year-old former French 
national coach was in a stable condi- 
tion after surgeons operated on him at 
Liverpool’s Broadgreen cardiotho- 
racic unit. 

Houllier was found to be suffering 
from a condition known as dissection 
of the aorta, 

A spokeswoman for the hospital, 
which is the largest specialist heart 
and chest unit in the country, said on 
Sunday that surgery had lasted several 
hours and had been carried out by two 
of the hospital's leading surgeons and 
cardiac consultants, 

‘The Anfield club confirmed that he 
did not have a heart attack, but that 
other problems diagnosed and surgery 
was needed, It said; “The operation 
has been completed successfully and 
Gerard is in a stable condition. 

“As is normal following this type of 
surgery, he will be monitored in the 
intensive care unit for a period of time. 

“As part of the standard procedure 
Gerard will be on a ventilator for the 
next 24 hours and will continue to 
receive the best possible attention 
from the staff at the Broadgreen car- 
diothoracic unit. 

“The club do not expect any further 
news during that period and will not 
be in a position to comment further. 
Our thoughts now are with Gerard and 
his family.” 

The club thanked the many people 
who had expressed their concern and 
sent good wishes, 


Houllier, who remained uncon- 
scious throughout Sunday, was initial- 
ly taken to the accident and emergency 
department of Royal Liverpool 
Hospital as a precautionary measure 
and later transferred to the specialist 
cardiothoracic centre. 

A hospital spokesman said that 
Houllier was recovering in intensive 
care, where he was likely to remain for 
several days. 

After the Liverpool match assistant 
manager Phil. Thompson said: “At 
half-time, when doing our team talk, 
Gerard, after passing on information 
to the players felt some discomfort in 
his chest. 

“He immediately went to the treat- 
ment room. Our doctor took a look at 
him and checked him over. The play- 
ers were informed after the game.” 

Thompson, who will take charge of 
the team for Tuesday’s Champions 
League match at Dynamo Kiev, later 


arrived at the hospital where he stayed 
for several hours. He was today due to 
fly out with the team from Liverpool's 
Speke Airport. 

Leeds United manager David 
O'Leary arrived at the hospital on 
Sunday to pass on his regards to his 
close friend and stayed a short time 
speaking to hospital staff. 

O'Leary was not allowed to visit 
Houllier in person but was briefed on 
the surgery carried out and asked staff 
to pass on his best wishes to the 
Liverpool manager’s family. 

The Frenchman with a near-perfect 
grasp of English has often hinted at 
the stress of his profession - and had 
told Leeds manager David O*Leary 
before Saturday’s match that the job 
with its added financial pressures had 
changed. 

“He said that looking after 20 very 
rich people was bad for your health,” 
said O'Leary. 


Rivaldo: Too much expectations from Barcelona fans hindering 
his performance. 


‘Too much pressure affecting Rivaldo 


|(C Barcelona manager Carles 
Fre said that everybody 

demands too much of 
Rivaldo. That is the reason why the 
Brazilian can’t enjoy the game. 


ngland’s top player 
David Beckham, is 


still uncertain to stay 


A eo 


Houllier (middle): Taking Liverpool players through a training before a recent game. 


in Manchester United FC 
and hasn’t still given his 
agreement to extend his cur- 


“The demands to Rivaldo are very 
high, that’s why he is doubtful to 
enjoy the game. We all love him. He is 
the kind of player that can alone deter- 
mine the result of a game. Sometimes 
it seems that our admiration is based 


rent contract at the club. 
Sunday Mirror reports 
some of club board members 


only on his playing qualities. The sup- 
porters expect much of him, thus 
Rivaldo becomes the hostage of his 
professionalism. “ In the last 
Champions League game against 
Olympique Lyonnais, which ended 


and Bareelona FC both sent 
their representatives to Old 
Trafford, where Beckham 


with Barcelona’s 2-0 Win, the Catalan 
fans hissed the Brazilian international. 

ivaldo made no official comments, 
but it was obvious he was dissatisfied 
with the treatment. 


managed to secure England’s 
spot in the World Cup finals 


have diverse opinions on the 
issue as some officials think 
the club is likely to lose big 
money, unless Beckham signs 
the contract in the coming 
months. 

Beckham’s price had a 
boom reaching 65 million 
pounds after the World Cup 
dramatic qualifier against 
Greece, AC Milan are report- 
edly ready to pay about 65 
million pounds for Beckham, 
while Milan’s Serie A oppo- 
nent Juventus FC made an 
outstanding offer of key play- 
ers like Lilian Thuram, Pavel 
Nedved and Edgar Davids 
plus big sums for Beckham. 

Manchester board suspects 
Beckham is carrying indepen- 
dent negotiations with some 


Toff joins bid for Scotland Job! 


jifty-nine-year-old Dino 
Zoff recently sacked by 
S.S. Lazio has declared 
he is willing to take over the 
position of Scotland national 
team manager. In an interview 
to MailSport Zoff said he 
would be happy to succeed 
Craig Brown and assured he 
would make Scotland team 
much stronger than it is now. 
“If Scotland want to consider 
me then I will listen to what they 
have to say. | wouldn't hesitate 
for a moment to jet over to 
Scotland to talk things over,” he 
told from his base in Rome. 
Zofi was very close to success 
when in Euro 2000 final Italy 
lost to France on a golden goal. 
After that he lost his job. Now he: 
says he would fly to Scotland 


ately want to-get back into foot- 
ball and the post interests me. It 
would be a big step to move to 
another country but I am pre- 
pared to do that if the situation is 
correct.” 

Scotland Football Association 
chief David Taylor told about 
the possibility of Scotland's new 
manager being a foreigner. 

“I am aware Scotland have 
not qualified for the 2002 World 
Cup finals and didn’t make it to 
Euro 2000. But they have poten- 
tial and the chance to improve 
their fortunes is appealing. [ 
would love to bring success to 
Scotland and puta smile back on 
their faceS”, told Zoff. 

Terry Venables, Gordon 
Strachan, George Graham, 
Walter Smith, Tommy Burns, 


clubs. with pleasure and lea English Alex‘Smith and Jim Jefferies are 
Spanish Real Madrid FC |in a very short time. “I desper- also on the short-list. 
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Manchester United's David Beckham celebrates at the final whistle after defeating Olympiakos in a 


Champions League match. 


— WORLD — 


~ Beckham almost missed 
another Greek conquest 


avid Beckham destroyed the 
De=« for the second time in five 

days last week — but only after 
talking Manchester United boss Sir Alex 
Ferguson into playing him against 
Olympiakos. 

Sir Alex had threatened to drop 
Beckham, believing that his star player’s 
awesome performance for England against 
Greece the previous Saturday had left him 
mentally and physically exhausted. But 
Beckham insisted he wanted to play and 
scored the first goal to help United to a 
priceless 2-0 Champions League win. 

Beckham said; “I did not think I would 
play. Sir Alex knew IJ had had a hard game 
on Saturday after all. But once I spoke to 


Clubs get UEFA compensation 


EFA made 5.0 million Swiss for their Champions League games of 
I francs (£2.5million) available September 12 and UEFA said they 
to compensate clubs who lost would be compensated as soon as pos- 
money asa result of their Champions _ sible. 
League matches being postponed Those games were re-scheduled 
after the September 11 attacks in the for Wednesday (October 10). 
United States, chief executive UEFA president Lennart 
Gerhard Aigner said last week. Johansson also confirmed 
Although five UEFA Cup and eight _ that UEFA were establish- 
Champions League matches went ing procedures to deter- 
ahead as scheduled on the Tuesday mine how they would react 
night of the attacks, UEFA called off to any future disruption of 
the eight Champions League games due __ their sporting programmes, 
to be played the following night. He said: “There are a number of 
It also postponed the 43 UEFA Cup _ things to consider, for example, the cost 
matches scheduled for September 13. _of ‘flights and accommodation, insur- 
But many clubs had already travelled ance and a number of other criteria. 


PLATINI, 
NEW UEFA 
BOSS? 


T= are moves in UEFA 
leading up to the eventual 
retirement of Lennart 
Johansson as UEFA president. 

Johansson told reporters that he had 
a ‘very friendly’ meeting with French 
soccer legend Michel Platini last 
week, tipped by some observers as 
being a possible future UEFA presi- 
dent, 

“We talked about football and many 
other things and had a very pleasant 
evening,’ said Johansson, who refused 
to say whether he and Platini dis- 
cussed Platini’s future political plans. 

One scenario is that Platini could 


“We have to make sure that every 
club is treated in the same way and we 
know in advance what actions to take.” 
European champions Bayern Munich 

were one of those clubs affected and 
played their re-arranged match 


against 
week. 


Bayern will also take part 

in what will is likely to be 

the last Intercontinental 

World Club Championship 

final in its present format on 
November 27 against Boca Juniors 
in Tokyo. 
Aigner 


explained: 
between the European champions and 


replace Claude Simmonet, the current 


French member of the UEFA execu- 
tive committee at next April's 
Congress in Stockholm, and then put 
himself forward as a candidate for 
president in 2004 when Johansson, 


the South American champions has 
been-played in Tokyo since 1980, but 
now we are talking to our colleagues in 
South America about a new format, 
“tis most likely it will revert to what 
it was before 1980 with a two-legged 
last final in Europe and South America, but 
no final decision has yet been taken.” 
Aigner was talking before two busy 
days of UEFA meetings. On Thursday 
UEFA will hold its ninth Extraordinary 
Congress and on Friday the 12th 
Conference of Presidents and General 
Secretaries of UEFA’s 51 national asso- 
ciations meet — a high level discussion 


final forum held every two years. 


Eile 


Feyenoord 


then 74, might be willing to step 
down. 
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Young Lyon striker, Sidney Govou (right) escapes the tackles of Barcelona defender, 
Frank De Boer. 


2008 eva 


Olympiakos: 


Sparta Prague 
Bayern Munich 


him and told him I was fine that’s all he 
needed to know. It was a big game and I 
really wanted to play.” 

Beckham’s spectacular injury-time free- 
kick had denied Greece victory at Old 
Trafford and booked England’s place at 
next year’s World Cup Finals. 

Ferguson said: “I decided to play David 
after a long discussion, I decided to trust 
him because he was desperate to play - but 
it was a gamble.” 

If Ferguson’s doubts over Beckham's fit- 
ness following his heroics for his country. 
were a psychological ploy, the trick cer- 
tainly worked for a satisfied United man- 
ager, 

Although his side were forced on the 
back foot in the first half, the determined 
midfield work of Beckham, Roy Keane 
and Juan Sebastian Veron brought United 
their rewards with Beckham’s 66th-minute 
opener. 

England team-mate Andy Cole came off 
the bench to score United’s second in the 
82nd-minute, just after replacing the out- 
standing Veron. 7 

Cole’s strike made him the highest scor- 
ing Englishman in European competition 
with 23 goals, one ahead of former United 
legend Sir Bobby Charlton and ex- 
Tottenham front man Martin Chivers, 

It was only United’s second win in 12 
Champions League away games and the 
first home defeat for Olympiakos in 14 
matches in the competition. 

The other two teams in Group G, Lille 
and Deportivo La Coruna, drew 1-1 in 
Frant®, enabling United to go a point clear, 

Ferguson added: “This win more than 
makes up for the disappointment of our late 
defeat against Deportivo”. 


Manchesier Utd 
Ta Coruna” 


GROUP H 


Spartak Moscow. 


/ 


We aren’t 
afraid of 
Germany 
— Ukraine 


kraine football boss Grigory 
| Surkis said last week he was 

optimistic about his squad’s 
prospects in the 2002 World Cup play- 
offs against Germany, due to be played 
in November, 

“We're not afraid of any opponents, Our 
coaches have a set of skilled players who 
have experience of playing at a very high 
level and are ready to rise to any chal- 
lenges,” Surkis told AFP, 

Surkis, president of Ukrainian football 
ruling body FRU, said that he had been 
happy when England captain David 
Beckham netted an injury-time equaliser 
during their qualifier with Greece, gifting 
England an automatic berth in next year’s 
finals. 

“Both England and Germany are tough 
‘opponents. 

But I think England now are slightly 
stronger and our chances against Germany 
are slightly better,” he said. 

“It’s absolutely clear that Germany and 
favourites against us. 

‘They are three-times world champions, 
and I’msure the organisers in Japan and 
South Korea would like to play host to 
wealthy Germany fans,” Surkis said. 

“However, football is all about fair play, 
and I hope fair play will be a dominant 
feature of the tie,” he added. 

Surkis said that he was hoping for max- 
imum support in thenational team’s home 
match with Germany. 

“T believe that all the 84,000 seats at 
Kiey’s Olympic stadium will be taken on 
November 10, 

And | also believe that the support of a 
capacity crowd will force our players to 
produce their best.” he said. 

Ukraine meet Germany in Kiev on 
Noyember 10 and with the return leg in 
Dortmund on November 14, 


Andrei Schevchenko: Ukraine's star player who will lead their assault 


jiorentina captain Angelo Di Livio 

says he and his team mates are 

rapidly losing patience with the 
cash-strapped club who have not paid 
their players for three months, 

The debt-ridden Florence club are 
effectively in the hands of administrators 
while owner Vittorio Cecchi Gori attempts 
to sell his stake. 

But after agreeing to play on while the 
financial crisis at the club is resolved, Di 
Livio was quoted as saying that the team 
are now reaching the end of their tether. 

‘It is enough now,’ Di Livio told the 
daily Gazzetta dello Sport. 3 


against Germany. 


‘If something doesn’t happen soon there 
is the risk of bankruptcy. We haven’t been 
paid for three months. I don’t like talking 
about money but the situation has become 
difficult for the younger members of the 
team, 

“These are lads that don’t have a rich 
bank account and don’t earn millions. 
They need their salaries just as the 
masseurs and other members of the staff 
do,’ said the Italy international. 

Di Livio said the players had no idea of 
Cecchi Gori’s plans. 

“We haven’t heard from him. We are the 
only professional club that in practice 


Stam thumbs down 
Premiership 


azio’s Dutch defender Jaap Stam 

said Serie A is a tougher place to 

play than The Premiership, The 
Independent reported last week. “In 
England, there is an abysmal difference 
between the strong squads and the weak 
squads,” Stam said. “In Italy, it is not 
like this. Even a squad of a lesser level 
can give you many problems. To win is 
not as simple.” 

During the campaign Lazio managed to 
have only draws in the ties against 
Piacenza, Perugia and Torino, Stam was 
called up last week in the friendly match 
against Ellera after two weeks break. The 
match was due to check the fitness of 
injured players. 

Presently a number of players recover- 
ing from their injuries, including the 
Defender Paolo Negro and goalkeeper 
Angelo Peruzzi are believed to be Yet unfit 
to return to action. 29-year old Stam, who 
joined Lazio from Manchester United, 
played in Premier League 79 matches and 
scored 1 goal. 

He also played with Man United in 33 
matches of Champions League. Stam 
became Premier League champion in 


Nuno Gomes: Maybe sold to 
~ another club. 


Cryuff blasts Van Gaal over W-Cup ouster 


utch great Johan Cruyff 
has lashed out at cur- 
rent national coach 


Louis Van Gaal saying he was 
responsible for his side's fail- 


ure to reach the World Cup 
finals. 

“There were huge problems 
with the planning and those are 
always the responsibility of the 


coach,” said Cruyff. 

He said that Van Gaal was 
especially at fault in not using a 
friendly game against England 
‘on August 15 to better prepare 


Enea 


for*the crunch game against 
Ireland on September 1. 

The Dutch could only finish 
third in the European Zone 


Group 2 behind Portugal and 


Ireland and missed out on qual- 
ification for next year’s finals. 


Bergkamp fears end 
to Arsenal days 


ennis Bergkamp believes 

that he is being forced 

out at Arsenal, accord- 
‘ing to his agent. 

Rob Jansen, who represents the 
32-year-old Holland striker, told a 
Dutch magazine that ‘things were 
not going well’ and added that 
Bergkamp feared he would not be 
able to finish his career at 
Highbury as he had long hoped. 

“Dennis knows that he has to 
be on the bench now and again, 
but he is seriously starting to 
wonder if Arsenal are trying to 
force him into a mood where he 
has to leave,” said Jansen. 

He confirmed that Bergkamp, 
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who has started only three 
Arsenal games this season, was 
offered for sale to Fulham. 

‘T cannot understand the poli- 
tics at Arsenal any more,’ said 
Jansen. ‘Earlier this year the club 
offered him a new contract and 
put him under great pressure to 
stay in London, It was that pres- 
sure from Arsenal that persuaded 
him that he had a future with the 
club.’ 

Now it seems certain that 
Bergkamp feels undervalued by 
Arsenal manager Arsene Wenger 
and, although happy with life in 
London, is likely to listen to 
offers from other clubs. 


Jaap Stam: “To win is not as 
simple.” 


1999, 2000 and 2001. He won with 
Manchester United FA Cup, World Club 
Championship and Champions League iny 
1999, 

He moved to Manchester United from 
PSV Eindhoven in 1998. 


‘works without a president,’ said Di Livio, 
who paid tribute to administrator Luciano 
Luna. = 
“He hasn’t betrayed us and he has suf- 
fered along with us. It is tough like this, 
“We want things to get moving, just as the 
whole city does, Whoever is interested in 
buying this club should come forward. 
This is almost an appeal,’ said Di Livio, 

Having sold Portuguese playmaker Rui 
Costa, Italy goalkeeper Francesco Toldo 
and more recently Czech defender Tomas 
Repka to help clear debts, there have been 
reports that Fiorentina still need to raise 
around £7million to balance their books, 
But Di Livio said that the sale of another 
top player would be the final straw. 

‘The only player who would fit the bill 
is (Portugal striker) Nuno Gomes. But if 
he goes as well than we will all pack our _ 
bags and go. What point will there be in 
staying?’ said the former Juventus mid- 
fielder. = 


Dennis Bergkamp: Fears an end to 
Arsenal career. 


a7 


Lazio win at last! 


BRESCIA 2 
CHIEVO VERONA 2 ~~ =PIACENZA 2 
ndrea Sussi’s 82nd minute eteran forward Dario 
strike - his first goal of the sea- Hubner scored twice to help 
son - gave Brescia a late equaliser Piacenza earn a draw at strug- 
against the league’s surprise pack- ling Parma. 
age. Marco Di Vaio gave Parma the 
Chievo had taken the lead after10 lead in the 40th minute. Hubner 
minutes through Massimo Marazzina equalised five minutes after the 
but Roberto Baggio put the home side break and added another in the 73rd 
level with a 62nd minute penalty, his minute for his league-leading sev- 


sixth goal of the season. ~enth goal of the season. 
Federico Cossato gave the visitors Martin Djetou equalised nine 
the lead once again in the 77th minute minutes from time to give Parma 
before Sussi salvaged a point. their fourth draw of the season. 
JUVENTUS 3 UDINESE 1 
TORINO 3 = INTER MILAN 1 
‘uventus held a three-goal lead point was enough to keep 


we. 


id 
| hiniself 
‘ota, His forny in. 


after the first half thanks to 
two goals by Alessandro Del 
Piero and one from Igor Tudor 
but Torino struck back in a 
thrilling derby. 

A Cristiano Lucarelli strike in 
the 57th minute sparked Torino 
who then cut the deficit to 3-2 as 
Marco Ferrante converted a spot 
kick in the 70th minute, Eight min- 
utes from time, Ferrante had his 
header saved by goalkeeper Luigi 
Buffon but team mate Riccardo 


Inter at the top. They went 
ahead in the 62nd minute thanks 
to a fine strike from Nicola 
Ventola, 

But Hector Cuper’s side were 
reduced to 10 men when French 
midfielder Stephane Dalmat was 
harshly dismissed in the 74th 
minute for a foul on Gian Piero 

Inter looked to have held on until 
two minutes from the end when 
Roberto Sosa went down under 


Maspero was quick to drive the par- challenge from Inter defender Ivan 

ried shot into the back of the net for’ Cordoba and David Di Michele 

theequalicen Converted the spot kick. Lazio striker, Claudio Lopez ( right) celebrating his goal against 

Chilean international Marcelo Atalanta, while Galzka Mendieta watches 

Salas had a chance to win the match 

for Juventus but missed an 89th WERONA 0 LAZIO 2 

minute penalty. BOLOGNA 1 ATALANTA 0 PERUGIA 0 

olégna won their fourth oals from Ctaudio Lopez and AS ROMA 0) 

LECCE 4 match of the season as ernando Couto _ were S Roma were held to their 

FIORENTINA 4 defender Salyatore Fresiconnect- enough to help Lazio record their third draw of the season. The 
ecce won their second match ed on a free kick from Claudio _ first league win of the season. defending champions played 
fof the season as Croatian for- Bellucci in the 32nd minute. Lopez gave Lazio the lead with @ poorly against a well organised 


ward Dayor Vugrinec scored 
twice and Guillermo Giacomazzi 
and Ernesto Chevanton added 
one goal each. 

Pregrag Mijatovic scored his first 
of the season for Fiorentina who 
lost their fourth league match. 

Goalkeeper Giuseppe 
Taglialatela and midfielder 
Domenico Morfeo were both sent 
off as Fiorentina finished the match 


in nine men. 
AC MILAN 1 
VENEZIA 1 


ottom club Venezia earned 
‘their first point of the season 
with a shock draw. Andriy 
Sheychenko had given Milan the 
lead with his fifth goal of the sea- 
son a minute before halftime. 
Venezia forward Filippo Maniéro 


~ equalised for the visitors in the 61st 


minute. 
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Verona were left with 10 men 
when midfielder __Giancarlo 
Filippini was sent off in the 67th 
minute for his second bookable 
offence. Bologna are third, Verona 
ninth. 


Exe 
Pep Guardiola in his debut for 


his new club, Brescia over the 
weekend 


well taken left foot shot from the 
edge of the box three minutes 
before halftime. Portuguese inter- 
national Couto secured the win as 
he connected on a Lopez cross in 
the 72nd minute. 


Perugia side that battled well 
especially at midfield. 

Roma had Brazilian international 
Emerson sent off in injury time for 
a late challenge on Perugia defeder 
Cordoba. 


Hammers buried under 
Blackburn barrage 


BLACKBURN y 
WEST HAM 1 


lackburn went three up 

inside 30 minutes through 
Gary Flitcroft, David Dunn and 
Damien Johnson. 

West Ham replied with a fine 
39th-minute shot into the far bot- 
tom comer of the net by midfield- 
er Michael Carrick and looked set 
for a comeback early in the second 
half. 

Then West Ham's Tomas Repka 
was sent off on the hour for a sec- 
ond booking, the Czech's second 
ted card in three matches for the 
London side, and the visitors lost 
their momentum. 

Substitute Grant McCann's 
63rd-minute own goal put Rovers 
4-1 up and goals followed from 
Tugay Kerimoglu, Matt Jansen 
and Craig Hignett in the final 10 
minutes, 


ASTON VILLA 2 
FULHAM 0 


fter a poor first half, Villa 

burst into life on 50 min- 
utes, when England under-21 
striker Darius Vassell turned in 
an inviting cross by Mustapha 
Hadji, 

Substitute Jan Taylor doubled 
their lead 10 minutes later as he 
latched on to a pass from 
Colombian Juan Pablo Angel 
before sliding the ball past Edwin 
van der Sar, 

Frenchman Louis Saha missed a 
penalty five minutes from time 
after Luis Boa Morte had been 
fouled by Steve Staunton. 


BOLTON 0 
NEWCASTLE UTD 4 


olton's dream start to the 

season is well and truly over 
and Newcastle, inspired by 
Frenchman Laurent Robert, 
dominated at the Reebok 
Stadium. 

Nolberto Solano latched on to 
Alan Shearer's header to give 
Newcastle the lead after 41 min- 
utes, before Bolton goalkeeper 
Jussi Jaaskelainen was sent off 15 
minutes after the break for a pro- 
fessional foul. 

Newcastle took full advantage, 
with Robert, Shearer and 
Welshman Craig Bellamy com- 
pleting the scoring. f 


CHARLTON 0 
MIDDLESBROUGH 0 


wo struggling sides pro- 
duced a disappointing 
encounter at The Valley. 
Charlton could not capitalise on 
their first-half domination, and 
Middlesbrough were similarly 


guilty after the break. 
CHELSEA 2 
LEICESTER 0 


‘ew Leicester manager Dave 

Bassett failed to work won- 
ders in his first game in charge 
as the Foxes remained rooted at 
the bottom of the table. 

Eidur Gudjohnsen was fouled in 
the area by Gary Rowett and 
Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink con- 
verted the penalty to put Chelsea 
ahead after 23 minutes, 

The home side's superiority was 
underlined when Iceland interna- 


tional Gudjohnsen scored with a 
left-foot shot on the stroke of half- 
time. 


IPSWICH 0 
EVERTON 0 


verton forward Kevin 

(Campbell was the main cul- 
prit as a dull match at Portman 
Road only briefly flickered into 
life. 


Campbell missed four good 
chances to break the deadlock and 
also had a penalty appeal turned 
down. 


SOUTHAMPTON 0 
ARSENAL 2 


three-man move enabled 

Robert Pires to give the vis- 
itors the lead after five minutes, 
but Thierry Henry missed an 
‘open goal moments later. 

Henry atoned 16 minutes from 
time, though, making the points 
safe when his 20-metre shot was 
deflected off Stuart Ripley into the 
Southampton goal. 

Southampton have still not won 
at their new St Mary's Stadium, 
and their misery was compounded 
when Chris Marsden was sent off 
for two bookable offences. 


SUNDERLAND 1 
MAN. UNITED 3 


underland defender 

‘Stanislav Varga, under pres- 
sure from Paul Scholes, headed 
Luke Chadwick's cross into his 
own goal 10 minutes before half- 
time. 

Ryan Giggs finished off good 
work by Andy Cole to double the 


Aston Villa’s Darrius Vassell (centre) is mobbed by teammates after scoring against Fulham. 


Australian and Leeds Utd left attacking midfielder Harry Kewell (right) pushes ai 


Liverpool's Danny Murphy. Both players scored for their respective teams in their 1-1 draw. 


United lead and Cole rounded 
things off. = 

Sunderland's consolation came 
from Kevin Phillips seven minutes 
from time. 


LIVERPOOL 1 
LEEDS UNITED 1 


Ihe match at Anfield was 

overshadowed by news that 
Liverpool manager Gerard 
Houllier had been taken to hos- 
pital after complaining of chest 
pains at halftime. 

At that stage Liverpool were 1- 
0 down, after Australian Harry 
Kewell had given Leeds the lead 
with the help of a deflection off 
Gary McAllister, 

The home side drew level after 
69 minutes. Robbie Fowler hit the 
crossbar with a ingenious chip 
from 20 metres, and Danny 
Murphy was on hand to head home 
the rebound. 
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Madrid’s poor form persists 


Spanish Primera Liga 


Barcelona's Javier Saviola (left) is held back by 
Valencia’s Emilio Torres. 


elta Vigo put an 
end to the surpris- 
g start of Spanish 


first division newcomers 
Real Betis on Sunday, 
beating them 3-1 in a mas- 
terful display of finis! 
to move second behind 
Deportivo La Coruna. 

Elsewhere, champions, 
Real Madrid still found it 
tough reproducing their 
blistering form as they were 
held by lowly Alaves. 

Betis were top of the 


“table going into Sunday's 


matches, but Celta pre- 
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served their nine-month 
unbeaten record at home as 
heavy rain fell on the 
Balaidos Stadium. 

Gustavo Lopez's free 
kick into the right-hand cor- 
ner of the net opened the 
scoring for Celta after 14 
minutes and he created the 
second. taking the ball 
down the left before cross- 
ing past two Betis defend- 
ers. Catanha trapped the 
ball, deftly turned past his 
marker and rifled it home. 

Lopez’s skilful flicks and 
crosses were an invitation 


for Catanha to score again, 
but he sent a header wide 
midway through the second 
half. 

Celta’s Russian midfield- 
er Alexander Mostovoi 
eamed a penalty when he 
was brought down as he 
tried to round Betis goal- 
keeper Tony Prats after a 
sublime turn into the penal- 
ty area. 

The Russian coolly con- 
verted the spot-kick for a 3- 
0 lead before Calado scored 
a spectacular long-range 
consolation goal for Betis, 
who are now level on points 
with Celta. 

In the glamour match of 
the night, Barcelona and 
Valencia played out a pul- 
sating 2-2 draw at the Nou 
Camp, leaving the rivals 
fourth and fifth respectively. 

last season’s bea 
European Champions 
League finalists Valencia 
opened the scoring when 
Juan Sanchez crossed to 
Salva Ballesta who side- 
footed home. 

Just before half-time, 
Barca’ 19-year-old 
Argentinian starlet Javier 
Saviola moved to the near 
post to nick home the 
equaliser. 

An unstoppable Carlos 
Marchena shot from outside 
the penalty area regained 
the lead for Valencia in the 
73rd minute, but a minute 
later a heavily deflected 


shot from Gabri pulled the 
Catalans level. 

Barcelona almost stole 
the three points when Frank 
De Boer headed narrowly 
over the bar in the dying 
minutes. 

Deportivo La Coruna, 
champions in 2000, had 
taken top spot with a 2-1 
win at Real Zaragoza on 
Saturday. 

Diego Tristan scored in 
the 13th minute and grabbed 
another just after half-time 
to give his side victory and 
17 points from eight match- 
es, one ahead of Celta. 

Yordi had put Zaragoza 
back in the game with a 
69th-minute effort at the La 
Romareda stadium but it 
proved insufficient. 

Real Madrid’s stuttering 
Start to their season went on 
as they were held to a goal- 
less draw at last season's 
UEEA Cup finalists Alaves. 

Real never really trou- 
bled a tireless Alaves who 
could even have stolen a 
win when defender Michel 
Salgado’s miscued clear- 
ance spun off his own post 
in the dying minutes. 

Argentine youth interna- 
tional Fabrico Coloccini 
was outstanding at the heart 
of the miserly Alaves 
defence, while Real, with- 
out Zinedine Zidane and 
Roberto Carlos looked short 
of ideas in attack. 


Real Madrid’s Guti (middle) is tackled by 
Geli of Alaves. 


Las Palmas 
Valladolid 
Real Madrid 
Real Betis 


Malaga 
Valencia 
Deportivo Coruna 
Mallorca 

Real Sociedad 
Espanyol 


Athletic Bilbao 
Alaves 

Celta Vigo 
Villarreal 
Barcelona 

Real Zaragoza 
Sevilla 

Rayo Vallecano 
Osasuna 
Tenerife 


WORLD LEAGUES 


DUTCH EREDIVISIE 


Fred van Derhoorn of FC Den 
Bosch. 


Aalst 0 Lierse 2, Germinal Beerschot 1 
Club Bruges 2, Charleroi 2 La Louviere 1, 
‘Standard Liege 4 Antwerp 2, Molenbeek 
3 Beveren 0, Sint-Truiden 1 Lokeren 0, 
Mouscron 1 Westerlo 2, Ghent 0 Genk 
0, Lommel 2 Anderlecht 2 


P 

1. Ghent 9 
2,Club Bruges 8 
3. Genk 9 
4, Aalst 9 
5, Anderlecht 8 
6, Liege 8 
7. Sint-Truiden 9 
8.Charleroi 8 
9, Lierse 9 
10. Lommel 9 
I.Lokeren 8 
12, Westerlo 8 
13. Beerschot 9 
14. Mouscron 9 
15. Antwerp 9 
16. Molenbeck 9 
17. Beveren 9 
9 


L 
1 
1 
1 
3 
1 
1 
Zz 
2 
3 
3 
4 
4 
3 
6 
5 
Hh 
6 
18. La Louviere 7 


FC Porto’s Deco with the ball 
at his feet. 


Utrecht 3 Willem Il 1, NAC Breda 0 Den 
Bosch 0, Feyenoord 1 Groningen 0, NEC 
1 Vitesse Arnhem 0, Graafschap 4 
Twente Enschede 2, Forturta Sittard 5 S. 
Rotterdam 4, Heerenveen 2 AZ Alkmaar 
41, Waalwijk 0 Ajax 2, Roda JC 0 PSV1 


F A Pts 
20 22 
14 16 
8 15 
15 15 
16 14 
10 7 13 
14 13 
Q 12 
W a 
1 ii 
10 uN 
12 lL 
8 MW 
10 18 10 
10 


1. Ajax 

2, Feyenoord 
3. Vitesse 

4, Utrecht 

5, Heerenveen 
6. Waalwijk 
7. Graafschap 
8. Willem IT 
9. NAC Breda 
10. Den Bosch 
11. Alkmaar 
12. PSV 

13. NEC 

14. S, Rotterdam 
15, Twente 

16. Groningen 
17. Fortuna 

18, Roda JC 


MUUKUERRAHYYDEADESHSH 


Alverca 1 Vitoria Setubal 1, Gil Vicente 
4 Varzim 0, Farense 2-Maritimo 1, Braga 
2 Sporting 1, Uniao Leiria 1 Benfica 1, 
Porto 3 Saigueiros 0, Santa Clara 1 
Pacos Ferreira 1, Vitoria Guimaraes 2 
Boavista 0. 
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1. Boavista 

2. Porto 

3. Benfica 

4. Sporting 

5. Guimaraes 
6. Maritimo 

7. Braga 

8. Gil Vicente 
9. Farense 

10. Belenenses 
I]. Setubal 

12, Uniao Leiria 
13. Alverca 

14, Beira Mar 
15. Santa Clara. 
16. Pacos 

17. Salgueiros 
18. Yarzim 
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LARRSON AGAIN TO 
CELTIC’S RESCUE 


late Henrik Larsson penalty gave 

Celtic a dramatic 2-1 win at 

Motherwell which protected their 
seven-point lead at the top of the Scottish pre- 
mier league. 

Larsson conyerted from the spot on 89 min- 
utes — his eighth goal of the season — after 
Motherwell’s Eddie Forrest had fouled Shaun 
Maloney, 

Tt was rough justice on Motherwell, who had 
fought gamely to keep Martin O’Neill’s side at 
bay. 

Lubomir Moraveik had given Celtic the lead 
on 13 minutes with a swerving 30-metre free 
kick, but Greg Strong equalised for the Fir Park 
side after 68 minutes. 

Celtic’s closest challengers and city rivals, 
Rangers, had closed the gap at the top of the table 
temporarily earlier in the day with a 3-1 win over 
Kilmarnock 3-1 at Ibrox. 

Georgian striker Shota Arveladze was the 
architect of Rangers’ success, scoring after nine 
minutes and setting up Argentine Claudio 
Caniggia for the second five minutes before half- 
time, 

Norwegian international Tore Andre Flo was 
on hand to turn in a rebound on 53 minutes, and 
Antonio Calderon’s free kick was a mere conso- 
lation goal for Kilmarnock. 

Livingston, in third place, had to settle fora 2- 
2 draw at home to Aberdeen, as two strikes from 
Darren Mackie cancelled out Livingston goals 
from Barry Wilson and Steve Tosh. 

Dundee United came from behind to beat 
fourth-placed Hibernian 3-1, while Hearts eased 
to a 3-0 victory over bottom club St Johnstone 
with the help of two goals by Spanish forward 
Juanjo, 

Dunfermline beat Dundee 1-0 in the other pre- 
mier league match, 


Lille’s Mile Sterjovski gets around Nantes 
keeper Mickael Landreau. 


FRANK LEBOUEF 
SEES RED 


jrank Leboeuf blotted his copybook week- 

end as he was sent off in Marseille’s 2-0 win 

at Metz— but the former European cham- 
pions were still smiling at the end as the three 
points bolstered their fight against the drop. 

Marseille’s Pascal Nouma nodded the opener after 
10 minutes and Fernandao made things safe by head- 
ing the second eight minutes from time as Marseille 
finally managed their second win of the season to 
move provisionally out of the bottom five. 

Metz, who had not conceded a goal in three 
matches to climb into midtable, also finished with 
ten men after having midfielder Mario Espartero red- 
carded 15 minutes from the end. 

After gesturing to the crowd afterwards former 
Strasbourg and Chelsea defender Leboeuf picked up 
a red for good measure - but complained loudly 
afterwards that is was undeserved, 

Paris St Germain could only manage a 2-2 draw 
with Lyon. Visitors Lyon led the way from the start, 
opening the scoring with a 13th minute goal from 
Frederic Nee, who nodded in from a Juninho 
Pernambuco cross. 

The Brazilian playmaker was again instrumental 
in Lyon’s second goal, scored with another header by 
Sydney Govou in the 26th minute. 

Nigeria's Jay Jay Okocha had replied for PSG 
with a superb volley in the 18th minute but was sent 
off in the 90th minute, 11 minutes after Brazilian 
Ronaldinho had scored his first goal for PSG with a 
controversial penalty. 

At the other end of the table, Lille beat struggling 
champions Nantes 1-0 and moved to the top of the 
first division table. 

Dagui Bakari snatched the victory for Lille with a 
brave diving header in second-half injury time. 

Lens are just one point behind Lille after a 3-2 
‘away win at Lorient. 

Pascal Feindouno took advantage of a defensive 
misunderstanding between Senegal’s Ferdinand 
Coly and Jean-Guy Wallemme to open the scoring 
for Lorient in the 12th minute, 

Auxerre’s bright start to the season dulled after 
Guy Roux’s side were beaten 3-1 at home to Troyes. 


CATCH KAISERS 
eigning German champions Bayern 
Munich kept the heat firmly on leaders 
iiserslautern with a 5-1 thrashing of 
city rivals 1860 Munich - but Lautern stay two 
points clear after a 3-1 win at home to Hansa 
Rostock. 

Lauter made it eight wins in nine games as goals 
from Dimitrios Grammizos, Vratislav Lokvenc and 
Egyptian star Hamy Ramzy saw off struggling 
Rostock. 

Bayer Leverkusen are just a point further back 
after a 3-2 win at Energie Cottbus, where veteran 
striker Ulf Kirsten was twice on target. Michael 
Ballack hit the other Leverkusen goal. 

Bayer are the only unbeaten team in the 
Bundesliga. 

Kaiserslautem coach, former Germany interna- 
tional Andreas Brehme, was critical of his side’s 


Borussia Dortmund’s Ewerthon 
celebrates scoring over the weekend. 


early showing and warned a repeat at Bayern next 
week would be disastrous. 7 

But Bayern’s five-star showing was unquestion- 
ably the highlight of the day as they brushed 1860 
aside in the 194th Munich derby. 

Bierofka stunned the crowd early on, wrecking 
Bayem keeper Oliver Kahn’s otherwise perfect day 
with his ninth-minute strike as the German interna- 
tional had not conceded a goal for 479 minutes. 

After that wake-up call Bayern hit back with a 
vengeance as Paraguayan star Roque Santa Cruz 
blasted home on 28 minutes after good work by 
Brazilian Giovane Elber - who earlier revealed he 
will see out his contract until 2004. 

Thorsten Fink put Bayern in front on the stroke 
of half time after a good run by England midfielder 
Owen Hargreaves. 

Hargreaves set up the third for Hasan 


Salihamidzic on the hour and Elber then hit his sev 


enth goal of the campaign to make it 4-1 ten minutes 
from time. 
Peruvian star Claudio Pizarro wrapped things up 
with a spot-kick four minutes from time. 
Elsewhere, Dortmund moved into fourth spot 
with a 2-1 win at promoted Borussia 
Moenchengladbach with Lars Ricken and Brazilian 


& —— 


PAOK Salonika 1 Olympiakos 1, Aegaleo 0 Aris 
Salonika 0, Panionios 1 OFI Crete 1, AEK 
Athens 2 Xanthi 0, Tonikos 1 Iraklis 1, Ethnikos 
Asteras 0 Panachaiki 0, Akratitos 0 Panathinaikos 
0. 


1. AEK Athens 

2. Olympiakos 

3. Panathinaikos 

4, Aris Salonika 

5. Akratitos 

6, Panachaiki 

7. Iraklis 

8. OFT Crete: 

9. Ethnikos Asteras 
10, Xanthi 

11. Panionios 

12. PAOK Salonika 
13. Ionikos 

14. Aegaleo 


YUGOSLAV FIRST DIVISION 


Partizan Belgrade 4 Zeta Golubovei 0, Zvezdara 
Belgrade 3 Rad Belgrade 0, OFK Beograd 
Belgrade 0 Sartid Smederevo 1, Sutjeska Niksic 
0 Cukaricki Belgrade 1, Obilic Belgrade 2 Red 
Star Belgrade, 2 Radnicki Kragujevac | Zeleznik 
Belgrade 3, Mladost Lucani 0 Rudar Pljevija 1, 
Hajduk Kula 2 Zemun Belgrade 0, Vojvodina 
Novi Sad 1 Mladost Apatin 1. 
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Poy: 
1. Partizan Belgrade 7 
2. Sartid Smederevo 7 
3. Obilic Belgrade 7 
4,Rad Belgrade 7 
5. Zvezdara 7 
6. Rudar Pljevija 7 
7. Red Star Belgrade 7 
7 
7 
if 
il 
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8. Zeleznik Belgrade 
9. Vojvodina 

10. OFK Beograd 

11. Hajduk Kula 

12, Zeta Golubovei 7 
13, Zemup Belgrade 7 
14, Mladost Lucani 7 
15, Sutjeska Niksic 7 
16, Mladost Apatin 7 
17, Radnicki 7 
18. Cukaricki 
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NIN MUDSERISE CO 


Dinamo 1 Hajduk 2, Zadar 2 Marsonia 2, Cibalia 
0 Varteks 1, Sibenik 2 Zagreb 3, Pomorac 0 
Rijeka 1, Kamen Ingrad 0 Hrvatski Dragovoljac 
0, TSK 1 Osijek 3, Cakovec 0 Slaven Belupo 0. 


WDLFA 
031 8 
2 27 14 
224 1 
LAT 
3 18 11 
4 14 15 
41243 
49 iL 
14 18 
11 18 
14 15 


1, Zagreb 

2. Varteks 

3. Hajduk Split 

4, Dinamo Zagreb 
5. Rijeka 

6. Dragovoljac 

7. Cakovec 

8. Slaven Belupo 
9. Zadar 

10. Osijek 

11. Marsonia 

12. Pomorac 

13. Kamen Ingrad 
14. Cibalia 

15. TSK 

16. Sibenik 
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1. Racing Club 

2. Cordoba 

3. Colon 

4. Lanus 

5. Argentinos Jnrs 
6. Chacarita Juniors 
7. Gimnasia y 

8. San Lorenzo 

9. River Plate 

10. Independiente 
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NATIONAL SOCCER 


After Round 2 


PERTH GLORY 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 
NEWCASTLE UNITED 
OLYMPIC SHARKS 
PARRAMATTA POWER 
ADELAIDE CITY 

KINGZ FC 
MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES 
MARCONI STALLIONS 
SYDNEY UNITED 


19 [ro [1 [1 [19 [ro | Fry |= |v |v | [Po] og 
Clolololololof— | |} |r |rm| & 


| Venue: Ericsson Stadium, NZ. Crowd: 8,121. Referee: D. Rugg. 


}| Cautions: Viahos (K) 11, Theoklitos (K) 17, Markovski (K) 49, Kisnorbo 


}) (SM) 51 


Teams: KINGZ FC; Michael Theoklitos, Jonathon Perry, Mark 

| Atkinson (Heremaia Ngata 87),Vinko Buljubasic (Riki Van Steeden 87), 
George Goutzioulis (Wynton Rufer 64), Paul Urlovic, Andrew Vlahos, 

}| John Markovski, Mark Burton, Hiroshi Miyazawa, Sean Douglas. 

|| SOUTH MELBOURNE; Chris Jones, Steve losifidis, Fausto De Amicis, 
Mehmet Durakovic, Steve Panopoulos, Vaughan Coveny, Paul Trimboli, 

|] Peter Bulan, Joe Bacak (Radomir Sekulovski 35), Clayton Bell, Patrick 
Kisnorbo. 


MELBC KNIGHTS 
ADELAIDE CITY FORCE 


(Vidmar 68) 


Venue: Knights Stadium. Crowd: 3,468. Referee: P, Mur. 
Cautions: A Marth (MK) 63 


‘Teams: MELBOURNE KNIGHTS: Martin John, Rodrigo Vargas, Sasa 
Ognenovski, Steve Horvat, Andrew Marth (Daniel Debeve 72), Daniel 
Vasilevski, Joel Porter, Boris Ovcin (Alex Kiratzoglou 46), Ivan Jolic, 
Andy Vargas, Joe Tricarico. 

ADELAIDE CITY FORCE: Adrian Cagalj, Matthew Kemp (Louis Brain 
71), lain Fyfe, Ante Kovacevic, Petar Cestic, Lucas Pantelis, Carl Veart, 
Aurelio Vidmar, Alex Moreira, Scott Tunbridge, Grzegorz Lewandowski. 
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|| (Hutchinson 49) 


(Ballie 85) 
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SPIRIT 
ASTLE UNITED 


Venue: North Sydney Oval. Crowd: 8,902. Referee: C. Diomis. 
Cautions: Trajkovski (NS) 84 


Teams: NORTHERN SPIRIT: Lupce Acevski, Julian Watts, Robert 
Trajkovski, Andy McDermott, Adrian Cervinski, Pablo Cardozo, Troy 
Cranney (Tony Perinich 81), John Hutchinson, Michael Cartwright, 
Robert Enes, Jack Sobczyk (Gabriel Mendez 65). 

NEWCASTLE UTD: Daniel Beltrame, Andrew Roberts, Chris Zoricich 
(Michael Prentice 77), Matthew Bingley, Mark Wilson, Joel Griffiths, 
Scott Baillie, Milan Blagojevic, Joseph Schirripa (Travis Dodd 68), Esala 
Masi, Robbie Middleby. 


POWER 


(Fitzsimmons 48, Buonovoglia 74, 78) 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES 


(Young 87 pen) 


‘Venue: Parramatta Stadium. Crowd: 3,418. Referee: S. Micallef. 

Cautions: Huxley (WW) 2, Eagleton (PP) 12. Red Cards: Huxley (WW) 56 
Teams: PARRAMATTA POWER: Les Pogliacomi, Nick Orlic, Alex 
Tobin, Wayne O'Sullivan, Lubo Lapsansky, Damien Brown (Matthew 
Thompson 70), Steven Fitzsimmons (Mark Hagger 75), John 
Buonavoglia, Ahmad Elrich, Joe Vrkic, Steve Eagleton (Predrag Bojic 


Wolves where he scored a brilliant 
brace in a 3-1 victory at the 


80). 
WOLLONGONG WOLVES: Dean Anastasiadis, Alin Ceccoli, David ROUND 3 


Cervinski, Paul Reid, Zeljko Babic (Liam Austin 57), Stuart Young, Naum 
Sekulovski (Max Nicholson 57), Buddy Farah, David Huxley, Ben Blake, 
Darren McDonald (Alex Castro 74). 


LORY 2 


(Mori 78, Miller 82) 
MARCONI STALLIONS 0 


Venue: Perth Oval. Crowd: 14,365. Referee: P. Green. 
Cautions: Despotovski (PG) 27, Garcia (PG) 38, Beauchamp (MS) 55, 
Care (MS) 60, Renaud (MS) 73 


‘Teams: PERTH GLORY: Jason Petkovic, Matthew Horsley (Gary Faria 
72), Jamie Harnwell, Craig Deans, Scott Miller, Brad Maloney (Alistair 
Edwards 86), Bobby Despotovski, Michael Garcia, Edgar Aldrighi Junior, 
Damian Mori, Shane Pryce. 

MARCONI STALLIONS: Michael Turnbull, Michael Beauchamp, 
Angelo Costanzo, Dominic Longo, Christian Care, Brendan Renaud, 
dohn Maisano, Norman Tome (Kevo Gulessarian 65), Shane Webb, 
dames Afkos (Royce Brownlie'72), Saso Radulovic. 


Saas | 
NEY UNITED 1 


(Menapi 45) 
3 


(Foster 49, Rech 55, Trajanovski 64) 


Venue: Sydney United SC. Crowd: 4,780. Referee: G. Connolly. 
Cautions: Not Confirmed at time of print. 


Teams: SYDNEY UTD: John Perosh, Nahuel Arrarte (Michael 
Santalab 60), Michael Cunico, Kresimir Manusic, Ante Moric (Jon 
Angelucci 68), Zlatko Arambasic, Ante Deur, Aytec Genc, Commins 
Menapi (Brendan Santalab 75), Paul Bilokapic, Marcus Stergiopoulos. 
BRISBANE STRIKERS: Jason Kearton, Richie Alagich, Shane 
Stefanutto, Jon McKain, Stuart McLaren, Peter Grierson, Fernando 
Rech (Adam Webber 92), Paul Foster (David Pilic 73), Kris 
Trajanovski, John Carbone (Lawrence Drake 69), Daniel Dreger. 


FRIDAY OCTOBER 19 
Wollongong v Perth Glory 
Adelaide City v Northern Spirit 
Newcastle Utd v_ Parramatta Power 

SATURDAY OCTOBER 20 
Marconi Stallions v Kingz FC 
Olympic Sharks v Melbourne Knights 

SUNDAY OCTOBER 21 
South Melbourne v Sydney United 
Brisbane Strikers bye 


Olympic 
Sharks — 
Bye 


